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President's Message 


Jon Dixon <president@aggs.org> 
55 Tum Suden Way, Woodside, CA 94062 


I. one term could be coined to describe the last half-century it might be "The 
Age of Communication". Mirroring the fifty years of AGGS has been an era of 
tremendous development in the way we communicate with each other. AGGS 
was born in an age when radio was still the principal electronic media and news- 
papers still relied on methods of typesetting that basically were mechanical 
improvements on a system dating back to Gutenberg. Within a few years televi- 
sion replaced radio; and ever since then, media has been a fast-evolving arena as 
one advancement after another has impacted the way we communicate. 


Throughout this era, society has changed markedly; yet in the midst of this, 
our little organization continues to prosper. Horticultural magazines and espe- 
cially houseplant publications for the most part enjoy a transient existence; yet 
THE GLOXINIAN has achieved a continuous publication for fifty years with 
improvement in quality being its hallmark. The explanation for our success 
could be ascribed simply to the fact that when Elvin McDonald inaugurated the 
idea of a Gloxinia society, and received interest sufficient to launch AGS, he had 
filled a niche. And, today, that niche still exists—and, in fact, has greatly 
expanded. 


In fifty years, thousands of people have participated in AGGS, studying this 
most fascinating plant family, its cultivation, botany, habitat, hybridization, med- 
icinal uses, and its preservation. As a society we have strived to coordinate the 
varied interests of people from hobbyists to scientists, and have achieved a 
remarkable union as we strive for a common purpose. 


This summer we will celebrate a half-century with a most unique event— 
our Golden Anniversary Convention—to be held in Kansas City, the same city 
where the annual convention was inaugurated. Although each convention has 
proven to be special, this year will be unique. We look forward not only to spe- 
cial events, such as the banquet program by AGGS founder, Elvin McDonald, 
but to the opportunity to participate in a gathering of more AGGS members than 
has ever occurred before. I hope that all of you reading this column that have 
never attended a convention will seriously consider attending this year. And, I 
also strongly encourage all of the many AGGS members who have attended in 
the past not to miss this year. It will be a once-in-a-lifetime opportunity for 
everyone to be together to toast fifty years of accomplishment. 


Today, in January 2001 as we enter a new century, The Age of 
Communication has not concluded. We can look forward to a continuation in 
developments that bring the world closer as we achieve an almost instantaneous 
access to information and each other. But, as the world grows beyond the limits 
of our imagination we can still look forward to the publications, events, and 
gatherings of this society as our niche only grows with the advancements in 


technology. 
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ae Elvin McDonald Remembers de 


1951 —————————————————————————————cc—c—— 2001 


Elvin McDonald <emcdonald@mdp.com> 
1140 Maplenol Dr., West DesMoines, IA 50266 


oos founder Elvin McDonald, now Senior Staff Editor of Traditional 
Home magazine, and America's first Gardener Laureate, recalls how it all 
began with failure and frustration and a letter to the Editor of Flower Grower 
magazine.... 


On a recent evening I sat at a dinner table where the conversation was 
monopolized by a stunningly self-involved 29-year-old male in crisis at the 
approach of his 30th birthday. Oh, and another problem, a sister brings her 
children to his house for the alleged sole purpose of terrorizing his all-white 
carpeting and upholstery. I managed to keep smiling, feeling a bit smug that 
my comparatively advanced age had apparently made no impression on him 
(or possibly had affirmed his worst fears about aging) and proud in knowing 
my eldest "child" will celebrate a half century of existence in the year 2001. 
As to the carpeting and upholstery, mine would never be complete without 
flecks of bark, peat moss, perlite, and a smattering of pebbles, plus water 
spots and telltale signs of leaky saucers past. 


It's true, I was only 13 years old when my failures and frustrations with 
growing florist gloxinias drove me to send a letter to the editor of Flower 
Grower magazine inviting any reader interested in forming a society to get in 
touch. The letter would have been typewritten on a typewriter purchased 
with the proceeds from selling a prize pig I'd won at school. In the late fall 
and early winter of 1950, hundreds of letters arrived in our Rural Free 
Delivery mailbox from interested gardeners literally all over the world. (My 
interest in florist gloxinias had been spawned by a feature on them and the 
breeding work of Albert Buell published in the November 1949 issue of 
Flower Grower.) 


Lue , 


EE. a = | 


Elvin McDonald stuffing envelopes with an early edition of THE GLOXINIAN 
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Two respondents stand out: Harry Blossfeld, a renown plantsman who 
lived in Sao Paulo, Brazil, and Peggie Schulz, from Minneapolis, who 
wrote, "I am a housewife, mother of three daughters. Part-time collector of 
the unusual in houseplants, which I raise under conditions existing in the 
average arid, gas-heated, city home." Peggie went on to say that she did 
some free-lance writing and would "love to be in on the ground floor of 
such a movement", meaning of course the formation of a national society 
devoted to the study of growing gloxinias and related gesneriads. Peggie's 
offer to write caught my eye at once and we became instant best pen pals. 
She later wrote a book, Gloxinias and How To Grow Them, which was 
followed by Amaryllis and How To Grow Them. Both are monuments to 
an exceptionally green thumb. 


As the 50th anniversary of the birth of THE GLOXINIAN and what was 
originally the American Gloxinia Society draws ever nearer, I am often 
asked, "How did you do it?" First, despite my home in a relatively remote 
part of the country—the Panhandle of western Oklahoma—I was blessed 
with parents who were busy with farming and making their own contribu- 
tions to the community. They pretty much left me to my own devices. This 
was pre-television, so I amused myself by planting gardens and building two 
different greenhouses. Second, the older I've gotten and the more bright kids 
I've experienced, the less remarkable what I did seems to me. I helped put 
together the school newspapers and annual yearbooks, and through that expe- 
rience knew about dealing with printers. 


A couple of years before, I'd also become a member of the American 
Begonia Society and an avid reader of The Begonian. The seed fund was of 
particular importance: I soon had caches of begonia babies in my light garden 
and greenhouse. Through this affiliation I befriended the Kansas City, 
Missouri, Chapter of ABS, whose members wasted no time sending me a box 
of labeled begonia cuttings. This would lead to my friendship with Vera and 
Horace Dillard, who would later run the AGS in a most professional way. 


Quite simply, in the early months of 1951, I pulled together a small pile 
of typewritten pages and some black-and-white photos to accompany, and by 
spring turned everything over to a printer I'd located in southeast Kansas. 
The lead article was "Gloxinia Pointers" by Albert Buell, followed by 
Peggie's "The Gay Gesnerias". Also in the first issue was a piece on 
"Naegelias", which we know today as smithianthas, by Norma Dethlefsen of 
Iowa; "Stroxinias", which reported on an oft disputed claim of crossing strep- 
tocarpus with gloxinia, in this case meaning a sinningia, not a true gloxinia; 
"Growing Gloxinias from Seed", by Mary M. Turner of New Hampshire; 
"Gesneria", by Mrs. Vernon S. Bottrell of Illinois. And finally a brief editor- 
ial in which I made a statement that for its doublespeak would seem to 
portend a career in politics rather than journalism: "Our next issue will be out 
promptly. I don't know just when! I can say though it will be between July 
Ist and August Ist." 

The first issue of THE GLOXINIAN was later than anticipated, owing to 
floods in southeast Kansas in the spring and early summer of 1951, which 
delayed delivery of the first issue. It was dated June-July, and didn't make it 
into the mail until well after the 4th. I was plowing a wheat field when my 
mother arrived with my lunch and a pile of new magazines. I'm afraid that 
about ended my days of helping my father farm and have always been thank- 
ful he was such a good sport about it. 
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Buell's Florist Gloxinia display at an early convention 
(photo from the collection of Irwin Rosenblum) 


As the membership grew, mailing out each issue became increasingly 
time-consuming. Eventually I hired female classmates to help, and we turned 
a very small rural post office—Gray, Oklahoma—into a Class A. This lasted 
until I went off to college in the fall of 1955, and in the same time frame 
Mrs. Gray died. AGS postal needs were transferred elsewhere and the post 
office at Gray was subsumed into a larger regional facility bearing the post- 
mark Balko, Oklahoma. 


Among those early letters expressing enthusiasm for gloxinias and ges- 
neriads and my journalistic efforts, were several I see in retrospect as 
remarkable in that the individuals who wrote them would take the time to 
nurture a young person: Dr. Harold E. Moore, Jr., a successor to Liberty 
Hyde Bailey at the Bailey Hortorium in Ithaca, New York (he instructed me 
to call him "Hal"), Ernesta Drinker Ballard of Philadelphia, one of the 20th 
century's stellar garden communicators, and Gretchen Field Harshbarger, a 
niece of the seedsman Henry Field. Gretchen was not only a trail-blazing 
garden writer and photographer, she was a grand, tall, galloping, stylishly 
dressed woman, almost in the manner of Diana Vreeland, who was married 
to the Dean of Students at the University of Iowa. I visited them the summer 
I was 16, arriving by train in Iowa City but departing by air; my father, now 
aged 92, still doesn't believe in flying but Gretchen said it was high time I 
tried it. My first landing was at Des Moines, on the way to Kansas City, but 
as time has proven, it was far from my last encounter with what has become 
Des Moines International. In fact, thanks to my employer, the Meredith 
Corporation, I'm often whisked in and out of central Iowa by private jet. 


By the time I was sixteen, I was representing the AGS at various meet- 
ings throughout the United States. I particularly remember a meeting of the 
American Horticultural Society held in Boston in 1953 where I roomed at the 
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Somerset with Paul Arnold, the founder and head of ANSCO, a film that at 
the time was to Kodak as Avis is to Hertz today. Paul took a paternal interest 
in me and made it known he thought my parents were incapable of giving me 
proper schooling. He proposed adoption as did another early member of the 
Society, W.W. "Bill" Coates, Jr., an Austin, Texas, businessman who figured 
in the development of glass bricks as well as what would become known as 
the "Frito". The young founder of Midas Muffler, who came from Chicago to 
visit, made big Brownie points with my mother by making no mention of 
adopting me. 

A year before that AHS meeting in Boston I joined the fledgling Garden 
Writers Association of America, which means that by now I have belonged 
to GWAA longer than any other male member. With ever increasing fre- 
quency I am introduced to people who express surprise that I'm not dead. In 
1953 the GWAA held its annual meeting in conjunction with the AHS, and I 
still recall with amazement how they took me into cocktail lounges, ordered 
all the Coca Colas I could drink, and otherwise treated me as a peer. 


I am of course proud to have had anything to do with an organization 
like the American Gloxinia and Gesneriad Society that gives pleasure and 
inspiration to so many people of all ages. It is particularly meaningful to me 
that AGGS has consistently reached out and embraced young people who 
reveal early their passions for plants and gardens, for example James 
Watson, now editor in chief of Orchids, the Bulletin of the American Orchid 
Society, and Peter Shalit, a physician who freely shares his energies toward 
making AGGS a leader among plant societies. 


For whatever it's worth, I still have failures and frustrations in growing 
florist gloxinias. Since they are often available at my supermarket, I swoop 
down and buy several of the best ones and yes, when the checkout clerk 
admires my purchases, I sometimes reveal my special relationship. When an 
occasional florist or garden center person takes me for a moron and explains 
exactly what I've got and how to care for it, I've learned to keep quiet and lis- 
ten. Maybe someday, somewhere, when I least expect it, I'll learn the secret 
for growing the florist gloxinia. 


The Shopping Mall 


JUST ENOUGH SINNINGIAS.  PAT'S PETS, Gesneriads and African 
Catalog $2 (with color photos $5). Violets. 767 varieties. Send $1.50 for 
P.O. Box 560493, Orlando, FL 32856. catalog. Refundable with first order. 


Pat's Pets, 4189 Jarvis Rd., Hillsboro, 
KACHINA AFRICAN VIOLET MO 63050. Phone (636) 789-3604. 


LEAVES AND SUPPLIES. 15818 N. E nai] PATSPETSGJCNI.COM. 


52nd Street, Scottsdale, AZ 85254-1707. Internet Home Page (catalog) 
KARLEEN'S ACHIMENES. HTTPZ/WWW JCNI.COM/PATSPETS. 
Achimenes, Gloxinias, Eucodonias, 


Smithianthas, few Speciosa Sinningias, 
some seed. $1.50 for list. 
NEW ADDRESS! KARLEEN'S GEIS 
ACHIMENES, 183 Alcovy Lane, 


Chula, GA 31733. 
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Seed Fund 


Bob and Carol Connelly <seedster@netperson.net> 
2391 Phillips Drive, Auburn Hills, MI 48326-2450 


Y Vai we have made it through our first three months running the Seed 
Fund (it is October as we are writing this). August was a very busy month, 
but the orders have slowed a bit since then. We apologize for any delays in 
filling your orders during the transition period from Laura Johnson to us. 
This should improve as the orders start coming directly to us and as we get 
better at filling them. Normally you can expect to receive your order in 3 to 
4 weeks. There are some timing issues in preparing the orders and we'll dis- 
cuss some of those in later issues. 


Please note that we have added an email address to the header above. 
This address may look familiar to some of you since it is the same email 
address Laura used. Laura has offered to handle the email correspondence 
for the Seed Fund, and we welcome the opportunity for Laura to remain 
involved with the Fund. With her experience she will be able to answer most 
questions, and she will forward any messages that need our attention. Please 
keep in mind that we do not accept email seed orders at this time. Some rea- 
sons for this are that credit card numbers included in an email message are 
not secure and could be intercepted by hackers; a self-addressed, stamped 
envelope is needed with your order; and there is also some concern that 
email orders would have an unfair advantage. 


We would like to thank the generous contributors to the Seed Fund most 
recently: Clay Anderson, Marlene Beam, Norma Chenkin, Keith Dabney, 
Maryjane Evans, Laura Johnson, Leong Tuck-Lock, Ben Paternoster, 
Toshijiro Okuto, Carolyn Ripps, Cathy Robinson, DB & MJ Tyler, Peter 
Shalit, Wallace Wells, Maureen Wilson, and Masaki Yamagata. 


Seed Packets — $1.50 each 
Please 
* Make checks payable to the AGGS Seed Fund in U.S. funds 
* To pay by credit card, send your credit card number, expiration date, and 


signature, and indicate if the card is Mastercard or Visa ($6.00 minimum) 
Provide a self-addressed, stamped envelope (non-U.S. orders may include 
International Postal Coupons or have the postage added to their credit card bill) 
List alternate choices 

Include your membership number (first number on your mailing label) 


Achimenes (D) Park's Breeder's Mix (B, L) 

admirabilis (B) hybrid mix (B, L) 
* candida USBRG96-150 Aeschynanthus (B) 

cettoana (B) * boschianus 
dulcis (B) buxifolius 913296 
erecta (B) garrettii 
erecta "Tiny Red' (F, L) * gracilis 
grandiflora 'Robert Dressler' (B) hildebrandii USBRG94-214 
longiflora (B) hosseusii 
longiflora alba (B) longiflorus 
skinneri W1897 (L) maculatus 
warszewicziana USBRG88-039 (B) micranthus 
'Carmencita' (L) mimetes 
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parvifolius 
parvifolius 'Bali Beauty’ 
pulcher 
sikkimensis 
sp. (Vietnam) 921622 
sp. MSBG87-162 
sp. (yellow) (Philippines) 
hybrid, lg orange/red 
Alloplectus 
bolivianus USBRG95-140 (M) 
cristatus 
dodsonii (yellow) GRF98184 (M) 
tetragonoides GRF98153 
sp. aff. schultzii GRF97103 
sp. aff. panamensis GRF9781 
(orange) 
sp. GRF9776 (yellow) 
sp. GRF9788 (pinkish/yellow above) 
sp. GRF97153 (peach/orange) 
sp. GRF97166 
sp. GRF98151 (yellow) 
sp. USBRG 98-030 
sp. nov. (plicatissimus ined.) 
(salmon calyx) GRF9521 
sp. nov. (plicatissimus ined.) 
(green calyx) GRF9556 
sp. nov. (prunifer ined.) GRF98174 
Alsobia (B) 
dianthiflora 
e punctata 
punctata USBRG77-103 
Anodiscus 
xanthophyllus (M) 
xanthophyllus (Ecuador) GRF97109 
Besleria 
barbata USBRG98-052 
barclayi USBRG95-164 
formicaria LS7560 (M) 
laxiflora GRF9675 (M) 
princeps GRF9479 (LM) 
sp. GRF9558 (LM) 
sp. GRF9783 (orange w/yellow base) 
sp. GRF97108 (orange) 
sp. GRF97141 (orange) 
sp. GRF9853 (yellow) 
sp. GRF98139 (orange) 
Boea (F, R) 
hygroscopica 
Briggsia (A, R) 
aurantiaca 
muscicola 
Capanea 
grandiflora GRF9480 (M) 
Chirita 
caliginosa (LM) 
* dielsii (F,R) 
* elphinstonia (F,L) 
e fimbrisepala #3 (F,R) 
e fimbrisepala #4 
e fimbrisepala #12 
flavimaculata USBRG94-085 (R) 
* heterotricha USBRG94-088 (F, R) 
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involucrata (F, L) 

lavandulacea (LM) 
longgangensis (F,R) 

micromusa (F, L) 

moonii (F, LM) 

pumila (F, L) 

sericea (F, LM) 

spadiciformis USBRG94-087 (R) 
subrhomboidea (F, R) 

tamiana USBRG98-080 (F,R,P) 
walkerae (F, LM) 

sp. (Thailand) 

sp. New York' USBRG85-022 (R) 
caliginosa x sericea (LM) 


* (sp. New York' x flavimaculata) 


x self (F,R) 
Malaysian hybrid mix 


Chrysothemis (F, LM) 


friedrichsthaliana 
friedrichsthaliana GRF9764 
pulchella (Ecuador) 

villosa 

hybrid mix 


Cobananthus 


calochlamys (F, LM) 


Codonanthe (B) 


calcarata 'Puyo' 
caribaea 

carnosa 

cordifolia AC1201 
corniculata 
crassifolia 
crassifolia GRF9858 
crassifolia GRF9869 
crassifolia 'Cranberry' 
digna 

digna 'Moonlight' 
erubescens 

gracilis 

macradenia 

paula 

serrulata AC1313 
uleana GRF9868 
venosa GRF91175 


Codonanthopsis (S) 


ulei (B, L) 


Columnea (B) 


arguta 

crassifolia 
erythrophaea 
fendleri 

gallicauda 
glicensteinii 
gloriosa 

gloriosa 'Superba' 
hirta 

hirta GRF9493 

hirta var. pilosissima 
hirta 'Dark Prince' 
hispida 

linearis 

linearis 'Purple Robe' 


ll 


maculata 

nicaraguensis CR92F16 
nicaraguensis GRF94105 
oerstediana GRF9423 
oxyphylla 

proctori W3573 

purpusii 

querceti (L) 

raymondii (LM) 
scandens var. tulae (yellow) 
schiedeana 

schiedeana (red reverse) 
sulfurea G3770 
tomentulosa 


Conandron (A, R) 


ramondioides/Awaji Island 


Corytoplectus 


capitatus (LM) 

capitatus G291 
congestus GRF93259 (L) 
cutucuensis (L) 
cutucuensis GRF9794 
riceanus GRF9654 (M) 


Dalbergaria (M) 


asteroloma GRF97169 (white) 
eburnea 

medicinalis GRF9507 

ornata GRF2665 

perpulchra 

polyantha 

sanguinea 

sanguinea 'Orange King' GRF9492 
sp. GRF93191 

sp. GRF97160 

sp. GRF9852 


Diastema (D, F, P) 


latiflorum GRF9669A (white veins) 
racemiferum 
vexans 


Drymonia 
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affinis GRF98 109 

alloplectoides USBRG96-347 (B) 
brochidodroma USBRG95-156 (B) 
coccinea GRF9851 (B) 

coccinea GRF9873 

coccinea GRF98150 

conchocalyx (B) 

conchocalyx 'Silver Lance' x self (M) 
doratostyla GRF9674 (B) 
ecuadorensis 'Red Elegance' (LM) 
hoppii GRF98103 

killipii (B) 

macrophylla (M) 

mortoniana (L) 

pulchra GRF9889 (L) 

pulchra GRF98113 

rhodoloma (B) 

semicordata G2191 

serrulata (B) 

serrulata GRF9752 

strigosa (B) 

strigosa GRF1912 

urceolata GRF93146 (LM) 


urceolata GRF97124 (red) 
urceolata GRF98154 (red w/yellow) 
sp. nov. (umecta ined.) (B) 


Episcia (H, L, B, F) 


xantha 
cupreata hybrids mix 
hybrid mix 


Epithema 


saxatile (F, L) 


Eucodonia (D, F, P) 


andrieuxii 
verticillata 
verticillata 'Ehrenberg' 
hybrid mix 


Gasteranthus (H) 


corallinus GRF95120 (LM) 

crispus USBRG98-033 

giganteus 

lateralus 

villosus 

wendlandianus GRF97154 (LM) 

wendlandianus GRF97163 

wendlandianus GRF98166 
(w/red spots) 


Gesneria (H, F, L) 


christii 
citrina WEK96154 
cuneifolia WEK96151 
cuneifolia WEK96152 
cuneifolia WEK96155 
cuneifolia WEK96157 
cuneifolia WEK96158 
cuneifolia 'Esperanza' 
cuneifolia 'Quebradillas' 
cuneifolia "Tom Talpey' 
pedunculosa WEK96153 (S,T) 
pumila 
reticulata 
reticulata WEK96164 
reticulata 'El Yunque' 
ventricosa (M) 
viridiflora ssp. sintenisii 
WEK96162 (T) 
"Flashdance' 
‘Sundrop' 


Gloxinia (D) 


gymnostoma (LM) 

lindeniana (F, L) 

nematanthodes (F, L) 

perennis (LM) 

perennis 'Insignis' (L) 
purpurascens GRF9670 (FL) 
racemosa (L) 

sylvatica (F, L) 

sylvatica GRF9943 (Brazil) 
sylvatica USBRG94-002 (Bolivia) 


Haberlea (A, R) 


ferdinandi-coburgii 
rhodopensis 


Hemiboea (D) 


subcapitata (L) 


Heppiella (D) 


ulmifolia GRF95141 (L) 
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ulmifolia GRF98172 
Jancaea 
* heldreichii (A, R) 
Koellikeria (D, F, P) 
* erinoides 
erinoides 'Red Satin' 
Kohleria (D) 
hirsuta (LM) 
hirsuta USBRG96-163 (F, L) 
hondensis (LM) 
rugata USBRG95-010 (LM) 
spicata (M) 
* spicata USBRG94-552 (M) 
hybrid mix 
Lysionotus (LM) 
pauciflorus var. pauciflorus 
species 
Monophyllaea (H, LM) 
elongata 
horsfieldii 
Monopyle 
macrocarpa GRF98117 (F, LM) 
macrocarpa GRF94123 
Moussonia 
deppeana (M) 
* elegans (M) 
* elegans GRF9407 
septentrionalis G1201 (F,L) 
Napeanthus (H) 
costaricensis (F, P) 
Jelskii USBRG94-511 (F, P) 
e primulifolius GRF9941 (P) 
robustus GRF9765 (L) 
Nautilocalyx 
adenosiphon (B, L) 
colonensis (LM) 
melittifolius (F, LM) 
Nematanthus 
australis (B) 
brasiliensis (M) 
corticola (B) 
crassifolius (B) 
fissus (L) 
fissus GRF9938 
fornix (B) 
fritschii (B) 
gregarius (B) 
jolyanus (Sao Paulo) (B) 
cf. lanceolatus AC2010 
maculatus (B) 
serpens (B) 
strigillosus AC1434 (B) 
tessmannii GRF9904 (red calyx) (B) 
tessmannii GRF9912 (red calyx) 
wettsteinii (B) 
sp. GRF3555 (B) 
sp. 'Santa Teresa’ (B) 
sp. MP50 
* sp. nov. (punctatus ined.) 
Neomortonia (B) 
nummularia 
Opithandra (^, R) 
primuloides 
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Ornithoboea 
wildeana (LM) 
Paliavana (S, T) 
prasinata 
prasinata GRF732 
prasinata GRF91126 
e prasinata xX S. macropoda MP944 
e prasinata X S. reitzii MP949 
sericiflora AC2311 
tenuiflora 
werdermannii AC2310 
Paradrymonia 
ciliosa (L) 
decurrens (L) 
* flava (F, L) 
fuquaiana USBRG94-220 
lurida (L) 
Parakohleria 
sprucei GRF95 137 
sp. GRF9778 (red, yellow below) 
sp. GRF9780 (yellow) 
sp. GRF97126 
sp. GRF88105 (red) (L) 
sp. GRF98 144 (rose pink) 
Pearcea 
abunda (L) 
Pentadenia 
angustata (B) 
byrsina (B, L) 
crassicaulis (B) 
manabiana (B) 
microsepala GRF1837 (B) 
orientandina (LM) 
rileyi GRF86243 (LM) 
spathulata GRF9503 (LM) 
strigosa GRF95154 (B) 
strigosa GRF9777 
zapotalana (B) 
Petrocosmea (R) 
duclouxii (F, P) 
flaccida (F, P) 
Phinaea (D, F, P) 
albolineata 
divaricata 
* ecuadorana GRF8852 
multiflora 
multiflora "Tracery' 
Ramonda (^, R) 
myconi — 
white 
lavender 
pink 
clone G 
myconi (upright rosette) 
nathaliae 
serbica 
Rhabdothamnus 
e solandri 
Rhynchoglossum (H, L) 
gardneri 
obliquum 
Rhytidophyllum (G, H, S, T) 
auriculatum 


13 


leucomallon 
tomentosum 
villosulum 
Saintpaulia (F, R) 
* diplotricha 
e grandifolia 
e intermedia 

ionantha 

shumensis 

hybrid mix 
Sinningia (D) 
aggregata (M) 
aggregata AC1461 
aggregata 'Pendulina' (B, L) 
aff. aggregata (yellow) (M) 
aghensis (T) 
aghensis AC2356 (T) 
allagophylla (MT) 
allagophylla GRF9922 
allagophylla GRF9929 
allagophylla GRF9968 
amambayensis (L) 
araneosa (L) 
brasiliensis (M) 
brasiliensis 'Verde' 
brasiliensis AC1314 
bulbosa (T) 
calcaria MP891 (F, L) 
canescens (F, L) 
carangolensis (M) 
cardinalis (F, LM) 
cardinalis (compact) (F, L) 
cardinalis (dark calyx) (LM) 
cardinalis 'Innocent' 
cardinalis (pink) 
conspicua (F, L) 
conspicua GRF9942 (fragrant selection) 
cooperi (LM) 
cooperi AC1522 
curtiflora (T) 
curtiflora GRF9927 
douglasii GRF91188 (LM) 
douglasii GRF9936 (LM) 
douglasii (pink form) (M) 
elatior AC1409 (M) 
elatior GRF9963 
eumorpha (lavender) (F, L) 
eumorpha (pink) 
eumorpha (white) 
glazioviana (L) 
harleyi MP482 (F, L) 
hatschbachii (L) 
hirsuta (F, L) 
iarae (F, L) 
insularis (LM) 
leopoldii (F, L) 
leucotricha (F, L) 
leucotricha 'English' (F, L) 
lindleyi AC1501 (L) 
lineata (LM) 
lineata (highly spotted) 
macropoda (M) 
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macropoda (dwarf form) (L) 
macrorrhiza (T) 
macrostachya (LM) 
macrostachya MP262 
magnifica GRF91121 (pink) (LM) 
magnifica MP627 (pink) 
magnifica GRF91134 (red) 
mauroana (LM) 
mauroana GRF9964 
micans MP892 (LM) 
nivalis AC1460 (L) 
nivalis GRF9923 
piresiana (L) 
pusilla (F, P) 
pusilla 'White Sprite' (F, P) 
reitzii (M) 
reitzii GRF9914 (magenta) 
rupicola AC1511 (F, L) 
sceptrum (T) 
sceptrum AC2406 (T) 
schiffneri (LM) 
schiffneri GRF91163 (red reverse) 
sellovii (MT) 
sellovii GRF9919 
sellovii 'Bolivia' USBRG96-003 
sellovii 'Purple Rain' 
speciosa 'Cabo Frio' MP178 (F, L) 
speciosa 'Lavender Queen' 
speciosa 'Regina' 
speciosa AC1652 
speciosa (Chiltern Seed Co) 
speciosa AC1503 
sulcata (LM) 
tuberosa (F, L) 
tubiflora (S, MT) 
villosa (F, L) 
warmingii (T) 
warmingii GRF9921 
sp. aff. warmingii from 

Ilhabela MP631 


e sp. Esmeril' (L) 


sp. 'Lanata' MP622 (L) 

sp. 'Waechter' (LM) 

cardinalis 'Innocent' x iarae (LM) 

glazioviana x leopoldii F2 (LM) 

iarae x 'Bewitched' (F, L) 

speciosa AC1503 x speciosa 
'Regina' (R) 

eumorpha hybrids mix (F, R) 

"Hummingbird Mix" 

‘Anne Crowley' (F, L) 

‘Apricot Bouquet x self (LM) 

‘April Starr' x self (F, P) 

'Beauty' x self (F, P) 

'Bewitched' x self (F, L) 

"Cheryl M.' x self (F, P) 

Delta Fox' x self (F, P) 

'Diego' (red) (F, L) 

'Diego' (pink) 

"Dollbaby' (F, P) 

'Gmucs' x self (F, P) 

'Good Pink' x self (F, L) 
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"High Voltage’ x self (F, P) 
‘Jubilee’ x self (F, L) 
'Krezdorn Yellow' x self (L) 
‘Krishna’ x self (F, P) 
'Laura' x self (F,P) 
'Leo B.' x self (F, P) 
Little Imp' (F, P) 
'Maiden's Blush' x self (F, P) 
'Mother of Pearl' x self (F, P) 
"Mothers Day' x self (F, L) 
'Pale Beauty' x self (L) 
'Pink Ice' (F, P) 
‘Pink Imp' (F, P) 
‘Pure Pink' x self (F, P) 
‘Purple Beauty' x self (F, P) 
‘Purple Crest’ x self (F, P) 
'Rosebells' x self (F, L) 
"Ruby Red' x self (F, P) 
‘Scarlet Red' x self (F, P) 
'Scarlet Sunset' (F, P) 
'Silhouette' x self (F, P) 
'Star Eyes' (F, P) 
'Super Orange' (F, P) 
'Super Red' x self (F, P) 
"Tampa Bay Beauty' x self (L) 
'Virgil' x self (LM) 
"Whimsey' x self (F, P) 
'Angora Love' x 'Margaret (L) 
"Cherry Chips' x 'Super Orange' 
F2 (F, P) 
'Cherry Chips' hybrids mix (F, P) 
‘Georgia Sunset' hybrids mix (F, P) 
hybrid miniature mix (F, P) 
pink hybrid miniature mix (F, P) 
Sinningia speciosa hybrids (F, R) 
blue mix 
mini lavender 
pink 
e purple 
red 
rose 
white 
orchid/purple mix 
pink mix 
pink/white mix 
purple w/spots 
red mix 
red w/spots 
white w/red spots 
'California Minis' 
Charles Lawn hybrid mix 
Double Brocade mix 
Early Giant mix 
hybrid mix 
blue slipper 
lavender slipper 
pink slipper 
red slipper 
purple slipper 
mixed slipper 
pink dwarf 
Small's dwarf mix 
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white dwarf slipper 


Smithiantha (D) 


aurantiaca (F, L) 

canarina GRF9105 (F, LM) 
laui GRF9117 (F, L) 
multiflora GRF9121 (F, LM) 
multiflora GRF9122 (F, LM) 
zebrina GRF9104 (M) 
'Abbey' x self (F, LM) 

'Little One' (F, L) 

'Sunset' x self (LM) 

hybrid mix (F, L) 


Streptocarpus 


baudertii (F, R) 

buchananii (B) 

caeruleus (R) 

candidus (F, R) 
candidus/Ngome, Natal 
caulescens (F, LM) 
compressus (U) 

confusus (U) 

confusus ssp. confusus (U) 
cooksonii (U) 

cooksonii (dark purple) 
cooperi (U) 

cyanandrus (F, P) 

cyaneus (blue) (R) 

cyaneus (blue/long corolla) 
cyaneus (blue/short corolla) 
cyaneus (lilac) 

daviesii (F, U) 

denticulatus (U) 

dunnii (U) 

eylesii (U) 

fanniniae (R) 

fasciatus (R) 

fenestra-dei (R) 
floribundus (R) 

formosus (R) 

formosus/E. Cape, Transkei 
gardenii (F, L) 
gardenii/Weza, S. Natal 
glandulosissimus (B) 
goetzei (U) 

grandis (U) 

grandis (blue form) 
haygarthii (F, U) 
haygarthii/Mkambati, Transkei 
holstii (B, L) 

johannis (F, R) 
johannis/Komga, E. Cape 
sp. aff. johannis (F, R) 
kentaniensis MBG2335-60 (R) 
kentaniensis (N. Kei River) 
kentaniensis (S. Kei River) 
kirkii (F, L) 

meyeri (F, R) 

meyeri/NE Cape Province 
michelmorei (U) 

modestus (R) 

molweniensis (U) 
molweniensis subsp. eschowicus 
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muscosus (L) 

nobilis (M) 

pallidiflorus (F, LM) 

parviflorus (R) 

parviflorus (mauve) 

parviflorus (white/mauve) 

pentherianus (F, L) 

pole-evansii (R) 

polyanthus (F, L) 

polyanthus subsp. comptonii 

polyanthus subsp. polyanthus 

polyanthus subsp. polyanthus!lg fl 

polyanthus subsp. polyanthus/V alley 
of 1000 Hills, Natal 

polyanthus subsp. verecundus 

porphyrostachys (U) 

primulifolius (F, R) 

primulifolius (dark blue) 

Port St. John, Transkei 
primulifolius /Mt. Sullivan, Transkei 
primulifolius /Bullolo Rvr, Transkei 
primulifolius /Valley of 1000 Hills 
prolixus (F, U) 
pumilus (F, P) 
rexii (F, L, R) 
rexii (blue) 
rexii (blue) Transkei 
rexii (white) 
rexii (pale blue/long corolla) 
rexii (white/blue mix) 
rimicola (F, P) 
roseoalbus (F, R) 
saundersii (U) 
saxorum (B) 
silvaticus (R) 
stomandrus (F, L) 
thompsonii (B, L) 
thysanotus (B, L) 
trabeculatus (U) 
vandeleurii (U) 
variabilis (F, R) 
wendlandii (U) 
wilmsii (U) 
wilmsii/Graskop 
wilmsii/Long Tom Pass 
‘Athena’ x self (R) 

'Bethan' x self (R) 
'Blue Angel’ (B) 
'Demeter' x self (R) 


Alpine or cool greenhouse. 
Suitable for hanging basket. 

Has dormant period, forming 
tubers or rhizomes. 

Blooms readily in fluorescent light. 


Recommended for greenhouses; 
requires space. 

Requires humidity and warmth. 
Low growing; not more than 12". 


Falling Stars' x self (R) 
'"Georgette' x self (R) 

‘Gloria’ x self (R) 

'Karen' x self (R) 

'Kitten Face' x self (R) 
'Midnight Flame' x self (R) 
'Mini Pink Fu' x self (R) 

"Party Doll' x self (R) 

'Pegasus' x self (R) 

‘Royal’ (red) (R) 

'Royal' (white/pink stripes) (R) 
‘Sandra’ x self (R) 

"Strawberry Crush' x self (R) 
'Suzie' X self (R) 

"Thalia' x self (R) 

"Ulysses' x self (R) 

'Black Panther' hybrid mix (R) 
Martin Kunhardt hybrid mix (R) 
New Zealand hybrid mix (F, R) 
rexii hybrids (F, R) 

Wiesmoor hybrids (F, R) 
hybrid mix (F, R) 

hybrid, It blue/dk blue lines (R) 
hybrid, lg burgundy (R) 
hybrid, lg purple (R) 

hybrid, lg white (R) 
streptocarpella hybrids (B) 


Titanotrichum 


oldhamii (propagules) 


Trichantha 


ambigua (B) 

ambigua 'El Yunque' WEK96163 
brenneri (LM) 

kucyniakii GRF93 166 (MT) 
minutiflora GRF9552 (LM) 
purpureovittata (B, L) 

sp. nov. (molinae ined.) GRF98159 


Vanhouttea (S, T) 


calcarata GRF3026 
lanata 

lanata AC2405 

sp. nov. AC2403 


Mixed alpine gesneriads 
Mixed gesneriads 


denotes LIMITED quantities 


(LM) Low to medium height. 


Medium height; 1 to 2 feet. 
Medium to tall. 

Petite or miniature; not more 
than 6 inches tall. 

Rosette in form. 

Requires sun to bloom. 

Tall plants; generally over 3 feet. 
Unifoliate or single leaf. 


The Gloxinian 


Redefined, Revived and New Genera of 


South East Asian Gesneriaceae: 
The Restricted Genus Didissandra 


A. Weber, Institute of Botany, University of Vienna 
B.L.Burtt, Royal Botanic Garden Edinburgh 


I. 1883 the English botanist C.B.Clarke took a first step towards making 
the genus Didymocarpus more natural: he separated the species with four sta- 
mens per flower from those with two (Didymocarpus) and placed them in a 
new genus: Didissandra. However, like Didymocarpus, Didissandra served 
from the beginning as a dumping ground and for more than a hundred years 
it included species from Malesia, China, N. India, Vietnam and Thailand. 
The list of specific names established in Didissandra amounts to about 80, 
and even includes species from other families such as Scrophulariaceae and 
Acanthaceae. Though many species have been affiliated to other genera in 
the last few decades (e.g., Corallodiscus, Briggsia, Loxostigma, etc.), two 
disjunct alliances remained: a Malesian and a Chinese-Vietnamese alliance. 
Our investigation showed that the latter has no relationships to the Malesian 
alliance, and, therefore, the genus Raphiocarpus Chun has been revived to 
accomodate these species. The investigations showed further that the 
Malesian species do not form a homogeneous group, but can be clearly sepa- 
rated into two genera: Didissandra sensu stricto and Ridleyandra. 

Didissandra s.str. shows a remarkable feature, not fully recognized so 
far and not found in other Gesneriaceae: the structure of the fruits. These are 
slender, terete capsules with a distinctly ribbed surface in the ripe condition. 
This ribbed surface is due to the presence of prominent sclerenchymatous 
sheaths on the outer side of the vascular bundles. The capsules are tardily 
dehiscent, open at first by 2 slits and finally shred into 6 lamellae. In habit, 
Didissandra is characterized by distant, opposite, ovate leaves with a well- 
defined petiole. The flowers are white, infundibuliform, and sometimes bear 
two yellow lines at the throat. The chromosome number (only known for D. 
frutescens from sect. Cyrtandroides) is n = 10. In our new definition, the 
genus includes only 8 species occurring in Sumatra, Borneo and the Malay 
Peninsula. 

Despite the low species number, two clearly defined alliances (sections) 
can be recognized: 

(1) Section Cyrtandroides. This section comprises two species, one (D. 
frutescens) from the northwestern part of the Malay Peninsula, the other (D. 
anisanthera) recently described from Gunung Mulu National Park in Borneo. 
Both species have a tall, erect habit and large, trumpet-shaped flowers. 
Colour is white, with two yellow bars in the throat. Thus the flowers resem- 
ble closely those of certain species of Henckelia (e.g., H. platypus), but can 
be distinguished at once by the four stamens. 

(2) Section Didissandra. This section includes the type species of the 
genus, D. elongata, which was described as early as 1823 by the pioneer 
botanist William Jack from Sumatra. The main distribution of the section is 
in Sumatra, but there are also outliers in Borneo and Java. The flowers are 
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small, with distinctly elongated lower lip (as far as known). The habit ranges 
from (sub)erect over decumbent-ascending to fully creeping. Two species of 
that alliance were described as new by the authors. In general, knowledge of 
sect. Didissandra is very scanty. Living material is needed to obtain new 
information, e.g., the establishment of the chromosome number. 


WHPteh heh, Hanhart inn 


Didissandra frutescens reproduction of Table 7 from C. B. Clarke: 
Cyrtandreae. In: A&C De Candolle Monogr. phan. 5(2) 1883. 


Illustrations and photos of Didissandra and Ridleyandra courtesy of 
Dr. Anton Weber and the Institute of Botany at the University of Vienna 


(for other photos of Ridleyandra species, see THE GLOXINIAN 50:3: 37,39) 
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Redefined, Revived and New Genera 
of South East Asian Gesneriaceae: 


The New Genus Ridleyandra 


A. Weber, Institute of Botany, University of Vienna 
B.L.Burtt, Royal Botanic Garden Edinburgh 


a new genus Ridleyandra comprises plants from the Malay Peninsula 
and Borneo. These plants have mostly an erect, unbranched, + woody stem 
that bears a tuft of leaves at the top. The leaves are usually (ob)lanceolate, 
the margin is sometimes — unlike other Gesneriaceae — deeply saw-toothed or 
lobed (inspiring species names such as "filicina", "quercifolia", and "cas- 
taneifolia"). Most distinctive is the fruit: a straight or slightly curved capsule 
opening on the dorsal side only. There are no ribs nor sclerenchymatous bun- 
dle sheaths. The seeds are clearly rain-dispersed: they lie exposed in the open 
fruit, waiting for the rain drops to wash them out. A significant micro-char- 
acter, binding the Malayan and Bornean species together, is the seed coat 
structure: the testa cells bear a single, thick, longitudinal ridge. 


Typical seed (ca. half a millimeter) of Ridleyandra species (R. longisepala). 
The surface cells bear a characteristic longitudinal ridge. (SEM-micrographs) 


It total, there are some 23 species (some described as new). The bulk of 
species (c. 18), is represented in the Malay Peninsula (incl. South Thailand). 
The corolla of these species is long- and broad-tubed, with a constriction in 
the basal part; the corolla colour is mostly violet (in some species the limb 
being almost black), but there are also yellow-flowered species. The chromo- 
some number is n = 17 in the six species that have been examined so far. 
These Malayan species form a well-defined alliance and are placed in the 
type section, sect. Ridleyandra. As the type species of the section and the 
genus, Ridleyandra atrocyanea has been chosen, a species with conspicuous 
mamillate leaves and violet flowers with a dark violet limb. 


Flower form is somewhat different in the five Bornean species, which 
can be placed in the section Stilpnothrix (established already by C. B. Clarke 
in Didissandra). It ranges from long-tubed through obliquely-campanulate to 
flat-faced (and then recalling strongly a Saintpaulia-flower). Change in 
corolla form is paralleled by progressive reduction of the disc and apparently 
reflects a gradual switch from nectar- to pollen-flowers. The best known 
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tail! 


Ridleyandra quercifolia 
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Ridleyandra porphyrantha 


The Gloxinian 


Ridleyandra atrocyanea 


Ridleyandra stellata 


First Quarter 2001 


Ridleyandra ornata 
reproduction of Table 8 
(as Didissandra ornata) 
from C.B. Clarke: 
Cyrtandreae. In: A&C 
De Candolle Monogr. 
phan. 5(2) 1883. 


species of this small alliance is R. ornata, which has been collected at several 
places in Sarawak. 


With regard to the Malayan species, perhaps the most attractive species 
is R. porphyrantha. It was discovered only recently. It has large, broad- 
tubed violet flowers with a nearly black limb. A similar flower coloration is 
found also in other species such as R. atrocyanea and R. atropurpurea, in 
which the dark colour (restricted to the corolla lobes and flower entrance) is 
indicated by the scientific name (ater = dark, cyaneus = blue, purpureus = 
purple). Unfortunately, nothing is known about the pollination and which 
insects are attracted by these curious flowers. A yellow-flowered species is 
R. quercifolia, which can be easily found on Maxwell's Hill in northern 
Perak. It can be well recognized in the vegetative state by the characteristic 
leaves with wavy margins. The same holds true for another species which is 
common in the famous tourist area of the Cameron Highlands: R. morganii. 
Its leaves are unmistakable by the deeply saw-toothed margins. The species 
has nice purple flowers with lighter stripes. R. porphyrantha, R. quercifolia 
and R. morganii have been cultivated for some time, but may not have sur- 
vived in cultivation. Also in the Cameron Highlands a rather rare species is 
found which has whitish flowers with dark violet lines that branch at the 
ends. One of the species described as new is R. stellata. This is a delicate 
plant with rather unusual, small flowers. Characteristic floral features are 
the star-like spreading sepals and the large, hemispherical stigma almost 
completely filling the corolla mouth. 
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45th ANNUAL AGGS CONVENTION — 2001 Q 
50th Anniversary of AGGS Q) 

Tuesday, July 3rd, to Sunday, July 8th, 2001 os 
Convention Registration Form (C9 


Mail to Convention Registrar: oo 
Linda Golubski, 1416 N.W. A Street, Blue Springs, MO 64015 Cs 
Please print: (9) 

Name(s) |». ——^.,—. 4. 0|) .:5—US Q0 0 2 S 
Name(s) to be printed on badge(s) mE Ge) 
Address City G 
State/Prov Country Zip/Post Code Re. 
Phones 9]... S Emal ee E 
AGGS Membership # (top line of current mailing label) ___ — 
Category: LJ Individual LJ Family LI Sustaining LJ Research O Life Kes 
AGGS Chapter Affiliation (G3) 
AGGS Chapter President Co) 


AGGS Officer/Director (specify) — z— (59) 
AGGS Chairperson/Staff (specify) 
Convention Chairperson (specify) Ss 
Commercial Affiliation (nursery/greenhouse name) — es 
Attending my first AGGS Convention aes 


Arriving on or before July 3? Date of arrival — . ^ e 


Might have entries in Flower Show (data helpful for saving time in entries process) 


Si “Tl ee: SET cipe ig oü gð 


Special diet needs. Please indicate Re 


All registrations must be postmarked by June 1, 2001. After that date registrations SA, 
will be accepted on a space-available basis and will be charged a late fee of $25. A 
Registrations postmarked by April 30, 2001, will entitle registrant to early admission 63) 
to the plant sale on Thursday, July 5, 2001. Registration fee includes registration 
packet and lectures except the Judges Training School for which there is a separate DA 
registration. ? 


Please make checks or money orders payable in US$ on a US bank to: AGGS OA 
Or, charge my L] VISA, or LJ MasterCard the total amount of $ (59 


Card # Exp Date __ Signature — — 


^ 
INA INA ERO CRE ONE NE NRO NA GONG "d b caa NA Ne ENA NU EN wa d Nb EN IND AEN IQ di 
CEA OG EEN IS, BP IS, BIS, OF V, Re x, n I, OF ON BEI, OS Ru d, OF VA, OF Gs ris, BU IA, BU IA, OS EN Bu V RN, EF PIA, BIS ‘a 


Cost 
Event No. $US Total 
Individual Registration .................. .€Q $30.00 = $ 
Guest or Family (incl. spouse & children) ... $10.00 $ 
Wednesday, July 4, Opening Breakfast...... Q0 $14.502 $ 
Thursday, July 5, Continental Breakfast .....  @ $10502 $ 


Thursday, July 5, Tour to Powell Gardens, 
Lunch and Longview Garden Center ....... @ $27.00 = $ 


. .. Veggie Croissant Sandwich 
— Ham Croissant Sandwich 


Friday, July 6, Continental Breakfast w/Fresh Fruit @ $12.50 = $ 
Friday, July 6, Membership Luncheon ........ @ $22.00 = $ 


Friday, July 6, Flower Show Awards Banquet 

and 50th Anniversary Program ............ @ $40.00 = $ 
___ Kansas City Strip Steak 
___ Kansas City Seared Chicken Breast 


Saturday, July 7, Breakfast ............... @ $13.50 = $ 
Saturday, July 7, Luncheon... 8s 3.5 m t sers @ $21.00 = $ 


Saturday, July 7, Dinner, Skit, and 50th Anniversary 

Closing Program—Union Station .......... @ $30.00 = $ 
(A short walk from the hotel via covered walkway, 

Union Station houses Science City, live theater and music.) 


Science City at Union Station optional self-guided tour 
to be taken on one's own schedule between the hours 


of 9:30 a.m. and 6:00 p.m. daily (group rate) ... @ $ 8.00 = $ 
Late Charge (if postmarked after June 1, 2001) . $25.00 $ 
Total Amount Enclosed ................... $ 


Be sure to register by April 30 for early admittance to plant sales! 


Will you volunteer a few hours of your time to help with staffing during convention? 


Host at Registration Table: 


(day) (time/s) 
Assist at Plant Sales: : 
(day) (time/s) 
Host at Flower Show: ; 
(day) (time/s) 
Distribute Table Favors , 
(day) (time/s) 
Take Meal Tickets: : 
(day) (time/s) 
S o^ dh e e d oo co oo e oo dh co e e oo dh oo i o^ d $ dh e^ e 
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vention Program 


"Celebrate AGGS Fabulous 50 in Kansas City" 


Tuesday, July 3 
1:00 p.m. - 6:00 p.m. 
5:00 p.m. - 7:30 p.m. 


Wednesday, July 4 
7:30 a.m. - 8:00 a.m 
8:00 a.m. - 9:00 a.m. 


9:00 a.m. - 11:30 a.m. 


9:00 a.m. - 11:30 a.m. 


9:00 a.m. - 11:30 a.m. 


9:00 a.m. - 11:30 a.m 


11:45 a.m. - 12:45 p.m. 


1:00 p.m. - 7:00 p.m 
1:00 p.m. - 2:30 p.m. 
2:30 p.m. - 3:30 p.m. 
3:30 p.m. - 4:30 p.m. 
4:00 p.m. - 5:00 p.m. 
5:00 p.m. - 6:00 p.m. 
6:15 p.m. - 7:15 p.m. 
7:15 p.m. - 8:15 p.m. 


8:15 p.m. - 10:30 p.m. 


Thursday, July 5 

7:00 a.m. - 8:30 a.m. 
8:00 a.m. - 8:30 a.m. 
8:45 a.m. - 9:00 a.m. 
9:00 a.m. - 4:30 p.m. 


5:00 p.m. - 7:30 p.m. 
6:00 p.m. - 9:30 p.m. 


10:00 p.m. - 10:30 p.m. 
10:30 p.m. - Midnight 


AGGS Board of Directors Meeting 
Convention Registration 


Convention Registration and Information 


Convention Opening Breakfast: Opening Remarks, 
Local Convention Committee; Helen Freidberg, AGGS 
Convention Chairperson; Jon Dixon, AGGS President 


Judges Training, Session 1 — Novice 
Pre-registration and AGGS membership required 
Judges Training, Session 1 - Intermediate/Advanced 
Pre-registration and AGGS membership required 
Judges Special Workshop 

Pre-registration and AGGS membership required 
Convention Registration and Information 

Chapter Presidents Meeting with Jon Dixon 
Convention Registration and Information 

Judges Training, Session 2, All Levels 

Judges Interest Group Meeting 

Internet Communications/Gesneriphiles Meeting 
Round Robins Meeting 

Newsletter Editors Meeting 

Judges Test 

Welcome Reception Hosted by Heart of America Chapter 


Gesneriad Hybridizers Association Meeting 
(open to everyone) 


Convention Registration and Information 
Continental Breakfast 
Board Bus for Tour 


"Behind the Scenes" Tour of Powell Botanic Gardens, 
lunch, and stop at Longview Gardens Perennial Nursery 
& Garden Center 


Convention Registration and Information 


Flower Show Entries; Frances Batcheller Endowment 
Fund Auction donations accepted 


Early Entry Plant Sales 
Plant Sales & Auction Viewing 
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Friday, July 6 
6:00 a.m. - 6:30 a.m. 


6:30 a.m. - 7:00 a.m. 


7:00 a.m. - 10:30 a.m. 
8:00 a.m. - 9:00 a.m. 
9:00 a.m. - 11:30 p.m. 
9:00 a.m. - 12:00 p.m. 
10:30 a.m. - 11:45 a.m. 


12:00 noon - 1:45 p.m. 


2:00 p.m. - 3:15 p.m. 


3:30 p.m. - 5:30 p.m. 
4:00 p.m. - 5:30 p.m. 
6:30 p.m. - 7:30 p.m. 
7:30 p.m. - 10:30 p.m. 


After Banquet-11:30 p.m. 


Saturday, July 7 
6:00 a.m. - 7:00 a.m. 
7:00 a.m. - 8:00 a.m. 


8:00 a.m. - 9:00 a.m. 


9:00 a.m. - 12:15 p.m. 
9:00 a.m. - 3:00 p.m. 
9:30 a.m. - 10:45 a.m. 


12:15 p.m. 
12:30 p.m. - 2:00 p.m. 


3:00 p.m. - 4:00 p.m. 
6:00 p.m. - 10:00 p.m. 


Sunday, July § 
9:00 a.m. - 1:00 p.m. 


Flower Show late entries (with written permission of 
Flower Show Chairperson, Pat Richards) 


Continental Breakfast for judges, clerks and show 
personnel who should include this meal with their 
registration 


Flower Show Judging 

Continental Breakfast 

Convention Registration and Information 
Plant Sales and Auction Viewing 


Lecture #1: "What's Bugging Your Plant?" Questions 
and Answers on Plant Rx by Don Josco 


Annual Membership Meeting and Luncheon, President 
Jon Dixon presiding; Awards of Appreciation; Election 
of Directors 


Lecture #2: "A Visit to the Magical World of Lilliput!" 
Terrariums and Miniature Landscapes by Jim McKinney 


Flower Show open; Plant Sales and Auction viewing 
AGGS Board of Directors Meeting 
Cocktail Hour 


Flower Show Awards Banquet (Awards Chair: 
Colleen Turley); 50th Anniversary Program "50-50 
Vision" AGGS founder Elvin McDonald rewinds to 
the beginning and then fast-forwards to the year 2051; 
Live Auction (Chair: Doris Carson) 


Flower Show Open 


Flower Show Open to Photographers 


Flower Show Judges Critique (for judges and clerks 
who participated in the 2001 Flower Show) 


Breakfast honoring Host Chapter, AGGS Chapters and 
Members-at-Large 


Auction Viewing 

Flower Show and Plant Sales Open 

Lecture #3: "A Fifty Year History of Sinningias" by 
David Zaitlin 

Silent Auction Closes 

Luncheon honoring AGGS Commercial Growers; 
Frances Batcheller Endowment Fund live plant auction 
and silent auction wrap-up 

Flower Show and Plant Sales breakdown 

Barbecue Dinner, Union Station Skit; 50th Anniversary 
Convention Closing Remarks and View of the Future 
by Michael Riley; and leisurely conversation at Union 
Station 


AGGS Board of Directors Meeting 
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REESE 
EA 
e. Ones 
AGGS Convention Show Schedule Q 
EN 
"Rhythm and Blooms" e 
July 6 and 7, 2001 Co) 
- 
Entries will be accepted on Thursday, July 5, from 6:00 p.m. to 9:30 p.m. Late entries may be Q 
received on Friday morning, from 6:00 a.m. to 6:30 a.m. only with the written permission of and QU) 
by prior arrangement with the Flower Show Chairperson. Ge) 
^) 
Division I — HORTICULTURE GS) 
Saintpaulia permitted only in Classes 26, 27, 28, 29, 30, 43, 47, 49, and 51. (6 
SECTION A — Flowering Gesneriads Usually Producing Tubers C 
» v 
Class 1 Sinningia speciosa species or hybrids (upright or pendent flowers) SA 
Class2 Other Sinningia species with rosette growth pattern 9) 
Class3 Other Sinningia species with upright growth pattern Ge 
Class 4 Other Sinningia hybrids with rosette growth pattern S UA 
Class 5 Other Sinningia hybrids with upright growth pattern $9) 
Class 6 Other Sinningia species or hybrids (largest leaf less than 1" long) 6) 
Class 7 Other gesneriads usually producing tubers SA, 
- 
SECTION B — Flowering Gesneriads Usually Producing Rhizomes o) 
Class8 | Achimenes el 
Class9 | Gloxinia (52 
Class 10 Kohleria ORR 
Class ll Smithiantha Ea) 
Class 12 Other gesneriad species usually producing rhizomes On 
Class 13 Other gesneriad hybrids usually producing rhizomes or 
SECTION C — Flowering Gesneriads Usually Not Producing Storage Structures SA 
- 
Class 14 Aeschynanthus e) 
Class 15 Chirita species with rosette growth pattern 9) 
Class 16 Chirita hybrids with rosette growth pattern S 
Class 17 Chirita species or hybrids with upright growth pattern WA 
Class 18 Codonanthe, x Codonatanthus SX) 
Class 19 Columnea, Dalbergaria, Pentadenia, Trichantha species, hybrids or cultivars os 
Class 20 Episcia, Alsobia SA 
Class 21 Episcia (largest leaf less than 2" in length) 63) 
Class 22 Gesneria Re 
Class 23 Nautilocalyx & 
Class 24.  Nematanthus 69) 
Class 25  Petrocosmea SA. 
Class 26 Saintpaulia species Ea 
Class 27 Saintpaulia hybrid or cultivar more than 10" in diameter (limit two entries per exhibitor) 63) 
Class 28 Saintpaulia hybrid or cultivar between 6" and 10" in diameter (limit two entries per exhibitor) S. 
Class 29 Saintpaulia hybrid or cultivar less than 6" in diameter (limit two entries per exhibitor) el 
Class 30 Saintpaulia trailer (limit two entries per exhibitor) (52 
Class31 — Streptocarpus, caulescent (ssp. Streptocarpella) e. 
Class 32 Streptocarpus species, acaulescent, rosulate, plurifoliate el 
Class 33  Streptocarpus hybrids, acaulescent, rosulate, plurifoliate 9] 
Class 34  Streptocarpus acaulescent, unifoliate ss 
Class 35 Other gesneriad species usually not producing storage structures 69) 
Class 36 Other gesneriad hybrids usually not producing storage structures ee 
2) 
SECTION D — Gesneriads Grown Primarily for Foliage or Fruit (C9) 
Decorative calyces are permitted, but no flowers or buds showing color. A plant should have PA 
some special quality of color, texture or growth habit to be entered in this section. SA 
EN 
Class 37 Episcia Q0) 
Class 38 Episcia with pink-and-white leaf variegation oS 
Class 39 Chirita SA 
Class 40 Other gesneriads with variegated foliage Q0) 
Class 41 Other gesneriad species en 
Class 42 Other gesneriad hybrids A 
9) 
s 
s 


ox SECTION E — New Gesneriads 


AS This section is for introductions made within the last two years, but not previously entered in an 
AGGS Convention show. For educational purposes a card must accompany each entry giving 

KE) information such as name of hybridizer, collector, place of origin, special cultural requirements. 

Class 43 Species in flower 

V Class 44 Species not in flower 

OD Class 45 Hybrid or named cultivar in flower 

UNO Class 46 Hybrid or named cultivar not in flower 


SA SECTION F — Lesser-Known Gesneriads Seldom Grown or Seen in Shows 


«Ww. — A card must be supplied by the exhibitor giving educational information such as habitat, source, 
Oy special cultural requirements. 

Class 47 In flower 

OG. Class 48 Not in flower 


KG SECTION G — Collections of Gesneriads 


A grouping of 3 to 5 different plants in flower or grown for foliage, or in combination 
aN (Saintpaulia must be in flower). Exhibitor is encouraged to stage the plants with unity of presen- 
o> tation since this is a consideration in judging this section. Exhibitor must provide a card with the 


KY identification of plants and, in Classes 50 and 51, educational information. 

EA Class 49 Plants of a single genus, either species, cultivars or hybrids 
KN Class 50 Kinship group — Intergeneric hybrid/hybrids with one or more parents 
X Class 51 Kinship group — Interspecific hybrid/hybrids with one or more parents 
C SECTION H — Novice 

Os) Anyone who has never won a blue ribbon in the horticulture division of a gesneriad flower 
AN show. An exhibitor wishing Novice status may not enter other horticulture classes with the 
X exception of Classes 26, 27, 28, 29, and 30. 
(x) Class 52 Flowering gesneriad usually producing tubers 

Bey Class 53 Flowering gesneriad usually producing rhizomes 
KG Class 54 Flowering gesneriad usually not producing storage structures 

e Class 55 Any gesneriad grown for foliage (no flowers or buds showing color) 
OES g 

ti 
K Division II — ARTISTIC 

O GESNERIADS MUST PREDOMINATE. No artificial plant material allowed; other live 
wx and dried material permitted. Accessories are optional. Plant material used should be identified 
ie on an accompanying card. Table coverings will be a neutral color. White niches will be provided 
E for Sections I, J and K; exhibitors may provide additional draping. Reservations for Sections I, J 
aN and K may be sent to Bonita Hutcheson, 3166 S. Clay St., Sheridan, CO 80110-1925; telephone 
KY 303-781-2406; email <OldPeep@hotmail.com>. There is a limit of 5 entries in each class of 
ea Sections I, J, and K with the exception of Class 56 (limit 8), Class 62 (limit 4), and Class 65 (limit 
Ne 


xe — 4). Please reserve by June 10. Artistic Division exhibitors must leave the show room at the close 
v" of entries, 9:30 P.M. See Rule 10. 


SO SECTION I — Arrangement of Fresh Cut Plant Material and/or Growing Gesneriad(s) 


ee Class 56 "Anniversary Celebration" - A design not to exceed 12" in any dimension. To be 
aN staged on a 15" tall white pedestal with an 8"x 8" base and cap. Limited to 8 entries. 
KI. Class 57 "Smooth Jazz" - A design that sets a mood. To be staged in a 20"H x 16"W x 
eS 12"D niche. 
SAT Class 58 "Boogie Woogie" - A predominately black and white design reminiscent of the 
A piano keyboard. Niche size is 30"H x 24"W x 15"D. 
K SECTION J — Arrangement of Fresh Cut Plant Material 
Ci Class 59 "Benny Goodman" - A vertical design honoring the king of the clarinet. To be 
aN staged in a 16"H x 10"W x 12"D niche. 
KI. Class 60 "Strange Fruit" - Use gesneriad berries, seed pods and/or calyces in this design 
eS dedicated to the immortal Billie Holiday. Design should not exceed 8" in any 
OS dimension. To be staged on a 7" tall white pedestal with a 6-1/4" diameter. 
ie) Class 61 "Improvisation" - A kinetic design; must show actual movement. Niche size is 
% 30"H x 24"W x 15"D. 
KY Class 62 "Cool Jazz" - An underwater design not to exceed 15" in any dimension. To be 
RA staged on an 8" tall white pedestal with a 12"x 12" base and cap. Limited to 4 
C entries. 
i) Class 63 "Hot Jazz" - A design not to exceed 8" in any dimension. To be staged on a white 
eS circular pedestal 7" tall with a 6-1/4" diameter. 
SA. 
QUI d ee d Sd ee Sed eL NAL ALD SALE ALD SALE ALG SALE ALG MALE NALD NALD ALD NALD ALD NALD AA NAL 
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SECTION K — Arrangement Using Growing Gesneriad(s) 


Class 64 "Brass" - A salute to Louis Armstrong. To be staged in a 20"H x 16"W x 12"D 
niche. 

Class 65 "BeBop" - A design in honor of the legendary blues/jazz great Charlie "Bird" 
Parker, a native Kansas Citian. Design should not exceed 15" in any dimension. 
To be staged on an 8" tall white pedestal with a 12"x 12" base and cap. Limited 
to 4 entries. 

Class 66 "Rhythm" - A design illustrative of the most essential element of jazz! Niche size 
is 20"H x 16"W x 12"D. 

Class 67 "Anything Goes" - From the repertoire of Ella Fitzgerald, an arrangement to be 
staged in a niche 30"H x 24"W x 15"D. 


SECTION L — Planted Growing Material (Artistically and Horticulturally Balanced) 


Class 68 Terrarium, straight-sided, not to exceed 30" in any direction 

Class 69 Terrarium, curved, not to exceed 30" in any direction 

Class 70 Tray landscape, not to exceed 30" in any direction 

Class 71 Trained or sculptured gesneriads — bonsai, topiary, espaliered, or other style 

Class 72 Natural Garden — a planting in non-man-made container, not to exceed 30" in any 
direction 

Class 73 Other container, not the usual form of plastic or clay pot 


SECTION M — Novice — Anyone who has never won a blue ribbon in the artistic division of a 
gesneriad flower show. An exhibitor wishing Novice status for the Artistic Division may not enter 
other Division II classes. 


Class 74 An entry suitable for any of the classes in Sections I, J, K, or L. Limits stated for 
classes in these sections include entries in Class M. On a 3" x 5" card identify the 
name of the class chosen and the plant material used. 


Division III — THE ARTS 


All entries must feature gesneriads in some form. Limit, one entry per exhibitor per class, and not 
previously exhibited in an AGGS Convention Flower Show. Each entry must have been made by 
the exhibitor. 


SECTION N — Photography 


Must have been taken by the exhibitor. The subject should be identified on the entry card. Prints 
must be mounted and should not exceed 8" x 10"; mats not exceed 11" x 14". Exhibitors must pro- 
vide an easel for prints 5" x 7" or over. Slides must be mounted for projection in a standard 
carousel projector. 


Class 75 Color transparency 
Class 76 Color print 
Class 77 Black and white print 


SECTION O — Crafts Representing Gesneriads 


Class 78 Painting or drawing (easel must be provided by the exhibitor) 
Class 79 Textile (a card must accompany each entry, giving the source of the design) 
Class 80 Other crafts 


Division IV — COMMERCIAL AND EDUCATIONAL 


Reservations for Sections P and Q may be sent to Dale Martens, 2728 Masters Dr., League City, 
TX 77573-4403; telephone 281-535-0075; email <martens@wt.net>. Please reserve by June 10. 


SECTION P — Commercial 


Class 81 Display table with a grouping of gesneriads (10 or more plants) 
Class 82 Display table with a grouping of gesneriads (less than 10 plants) 


SECTION Q — Educational 


Class 83 Exhibit illustrating phases of scientific or historical research or gesneriad promotion 

Class 84 Exhibit of plant material 

Class 85 Exhibit of photograph(s) 
This class is for photographs of gesneriad plant material seldom seen in shows and 
of botanical interest. The class is appropriate for plants which are seasonal or are 
rare in cultivation. A card must be supplied by the exhibitor giving educational 
information such as habitat, source, special cultural requirements, and the reason 
for inclusion in the class. 
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Convention Chairpersons 


AGGS Convention 


AGGS Awards 
AGGS Endowment Fund Auction 
AGGS Shows & Judging 


Local Convention Committee of Five 


Local Convention AGGS Liaison 


Local Convention Hotel Liaison 


Artwork & Pamphlet 
Convention Packet 
Hospitality & Volunteers 
Plant Sales 


Publicity 


Registration 


Speakers 


Special Events/Transportation 


Flower Show 


Artistic Schedule & Reservations 
Classification & Plant Inspection 


Educational & Commercial 


Entries 

Judges & Clerks 
Placement 

Plant Maintenance 
Show Schedule 
Staging 


Helen Freidberg (781-891-9164) 
11 Arrowhead Road, Weston, MA 02193 
<HelenDF@aol.com> 


Colleen Turley 
Doris Carson 


Ben Paternoster 


Linda Golubski, Susan Grose, Grace McCurnin, 
Nancy Moerer, Pat Richards 


Susan Grose (913-381-7889) 
4201 West 99th St. Overland Park, KS 66207 
<SAGrose @aol.com> 


Grace McCurnin (913-722-4085) 
6812 Reeds Road, Overland Park, KS 66204 
«vngmc @kcinter.net> 


Committee of Five 
Linda Golubski and June Barttrum 
Ruby Cox 


Nancy Moerer (816-734-3847) 
«nmoerer @cerner.com> 


Grace McCurnin 


Linda Golubski (816-229-2051) 
1416 N.W. A Street, Blue Springs, MO 64015 
<golubski@kc.net> 


Susan Grose 


Susan Grose 


Pat Richards (913-829-4258) 
15105 South Seminole, Olathe, KS 66062 
<Patter257 @aol.com> 


Bonita Hutcheson 
Peter Shalit and John Boggan 


Dale Martens (281-535-0075) 
2728 Masters Drive, League City, TX 77573 
«martens @ wt.net> 


Carolyn Conlin-Lane and Alan Lane 

Paul Kroll 

Doris Brownlie and Fay Wagman 

David Harris 

Pat Richards, Susan Grose, Shirley Mitchell 
Mary Ann Bjorgaard 
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American Gloxinia and Gesneriad Society, Inc. 
45th Annual Convention — 2001 


Room Reservation Form 


Mail to: Hyatt Regency Crown Center Phone: 1-800-233-1234 
2345 McGee Street 
Kansas City, MO 64108 


To obtain the special group rate, tell them you will be attending the 
American Gloxinia and Gesneriad Society Convention. In order to 
guarantee reservations, please enclose a check for the amount of the 
first night's room and tax, or fill out the credit card information listed 


below.* 
Name(s) 
Address City 
State/Prov Country Zip/Post Code 
Home Phone Business Phone 
Arrival Date Time 
Departure Date Number of persons sharing room 
Names 
Check-in Time: 3:00 p.m. Rates: $89.00 Single, Double, Triple or Quad 
Check-out Time: 12:00 Noon (Tax: 13.196) 


The above rooms are subject to all applicable taxes. Reservations must be received 
by June 12, 2001. 


Circle One: | American Express Carte Blanche Diner'sClub Discover 
Master Card Visa JBC (Japanese Credit Bureau Card) 


Card # Expiration Date 
Signature 


My check for one night deposit is enclosed $ 
[] Non-Smoking Room [] Smoking Room 


*Cancellation of guaranteed room reservations must be received 48 hours prior to 
arrival in order to avoid a charge equal to one night's room and tax. 


Parking will be $2.00 less than current rates which are subject to change. At this 
writing, self parking is $11.00 (Sun-Thurs) and $7.50 (Fri and Sat) and valet parking 
is $13.50 per night. 


Flower Show Awards 


It is January once again—time to make plans to attend our plant society's conven- 
tion. This year, the annual migration of gesneriad enthusiasts will culminate in Kansas 
City. As with all natural phenomena, there are predictable signs that indicate one is 
yearning to join the flock and make the trek. One is the cleaning and preening of 
potential show plants, feathering one's nest with AAA guidebooks describing the desti- 
nation, and my yearly request for award donations. 


One of the convention's highlights is when the flower show participants are rec- 
ognized for their high quality plants and exhibits. The winning exhibitors, myself, and 
AGGS as a whole appreciate the generosity of the individual members, commercial 
members, chapters, and friends-at-large who donate these awards. 


I am currently soliciting donations for the 2001 Convention to be held in Kansas 
City. Any member or chapter who wishes to donate an award may forward the award to 
me at the address below. Checks or money orders should be made payable to AGGS. 


As in the past, preference is for unspecified awards. This allows for fair distribu- 
tion to all deserving entries. Special requests will be filled on a first-come, first-served 
basis. If there are no eligible entries, or the category's award has already been filled, 
the award may be transferred to another class or section. Should there be fewer eligible 
entries than awards, then the balance of award donations will be used to sponsor a 
color picture in THE GLOXINIAN of the "Best Gesneriad in Show". 


Acknowledgement of all award donations will be printed in THE GLOXINIAN and 
on the AGGS web site. Thanks for your past support and for your consideration for 
this year's convention. 


Colleen Turley <awards @aggs.org> 
6118 Windsor Drive Fredericksburg, VA 22407 


Note: A correction to the 2000 convention awards, or perhaps clarification is more 
accurate, is needed here. The donation from Marlene Mandel, for Best New 
Introduction, was donated in memory of Isobel C. Johnson. I apologize for this omission. 


Judges Training School 
The Training School for the 2001 Convention will be held on Wednesday, July 4. 
The sessions for novice and continuing AGGS judges will be held from 9:00 to 11:30 
a.m. and from 1:00 to 2:30 p.m. The examination will be given from 6:15 to 7:15 p.m. 
A member who is primarily interested in exhibiting, rather than becoming a judge, may 
register for the school. Taking the examination is optional unless accreditation as a 
judge is desired. 


The registration fee is $11.00, which includes a new or renewal subscription to 
Appraisal, the newsletter of the Judges Interest Group. Only one subscription ($6.00) 
for Appraisal is needed for a single address. Checks should be made out to AGGS and 
sent to Ben Paternoster, 14 Coptor Court, Huntington, NY 11743-2335 by June 10. 
Planning for a productive school is enhanced by compliance with this deadline. If you 
wish acknowledgement of the receipt of your registration for the school by regular mail, 
please enclose a self-addressed postcard with your request. Email acknowledgements 
when requested will be sent provided an email address accompanies the request. 


There will be a meeting of the Judges Interest Group on Wednesday, July 4, from 
2:30 to 3:30 p.m. Current AGGS judges or those interested in becoming judges are wel- 
come to attend this meeting. For judges and clerks who participate in the flower show 
judging, there will be a critique by Frances Batcheller on Saturday, July 7, from 7:00 to 
8:00 a.m. 


A Call for Judges and Clerks 
Anyone who is interested in an assignment as a judge or clerk should write to Paul 
Kroll, Judges Chairperson, 4325 Two Rod Road, East Aurora, NY 14052-9693, or 
<pfkroll ? worldnet.att.net>, for consideration. If you wish acknowledgement of the 
receipt of your request by regular mail, please enclose a self-addressed postcard with 
your request. Email requests will be acknowledged by reply email. 


Touring Kansas City — Part I: 
The Trolley Line Tour From the Hyatt 


Kansas City Convention Committee of Five 
(Pat Richards, Nancy Moerer, Grace McCurnin, Susan Grose, Linda Golubski) 


Y n a little taste of the city? We are very fortunate to have the Hyatt 
Regency <www.crowncenter.hyatt.com> located right on Kansas City's trol- 
ley line! Purchase of an all-day pass allows you unlimited access to the 
trolley and as many stops as you like! All day passes are $7/adults, $4/chil- 
dren 6-12, children under 5 ride free! Here are the sites you will visit. 


Go north on the trolley line to historic 18th and Vine Jazz District, where 
the American Jazz and the Negro Leagues Baseball Museums are located. The 
highly interactive Jazz Museum <www.americanjazzmuseum.com> features 
the story of jazz and its greatest performers: Louis Armstrong, Duke 
Ellington, Ella Fitzgerald and Charlie Parker, each of whom has his/her own 
audio exhibit. Other areas include an interactive studio and sound library, and 
a video wall featuring rare performances by great artists. At night, visit the 
Blue Room, which has live entertainment four nights a week. The Negro 
Leagues Baseball Museum <www.nlbm.com> is a rare treasure! The museum 
re-creates the look, sounds and feel of baseball during the years when tickets 
to the Negro National League were the hottest in town and drew more than 
50,000 spectators nationwide and features exhibits on Willie Mays, Hank 
Aaron, Ernie Banks, Roy Campanella, Jackie Robinson, and the incredible 
Satchel Page. More interesting, however, are those athletes who never made it 
to the integrated leagues. Learn of them, their exploits, and their renown! 
Combined tickets to both museums are $8/adults and $4/children. Closed 
Mondays. 


Continuing north, visit City Market <www.kc-citymarket.com> and the 
Steamboat Arabia display. City Market contains more than 35 eclectic and 
international shops and ethnic restaurants, and includes an open-air farmers 
market. You'll also find the Steamboat Arabia Museum <www.1856.com> 
at this location. In 1856, the Arabia, carrying 200 tons of fine dishware, 
jewelry, guns, gold and other precious items on their way to pioneer settle- 
ments, hit a submerged tree limb and sank in just a few minutes with all 
treasures intact. In 1988, ship and cargo were unearthed, yielding a remark- 
ably well preserved collection of frontier supplies. Open every day, 
including the 4th of July. Immediately west of City Market is the River 
Market Antique Mall featuring 30,000 square feet of booths and showcases. 
Open seven days a week. 


Heading south on the trolley line discover Westport <www.westportto- 
day.com>, a city remodeled in the early 1970's as a Midwestern version of 
Ghiradelli Square in San Francisco. Today it features a wide array of spe- 
cialty shops including art and poster galleries, jewelry, fragrance, gift and 
import shops. Specialties include a hatter, cigar shop, and creative clothing 
shops. A wide selection of eating establishments are to be found, from casual 
to eclectic, cultural to contemporary. Night life features stand-up comedy, a 
dance club, country, and live blues and jazz, or take in a movie at the Tivoli 
theatre, where art and independent films are shown in one of the country's 
poshest art houses. In Kansas City, Westport is the oldest place to find some- 
thing new! 
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Continue on the trolley line to the renowned "Plaza" <www.palmers- 
guide.com/plaza>, a series of upscale shops built during the 1930's to 
resemble Seville, Spain. Incredible architecture featuring tiled roofs and 
decor, romantic courtyards, and elegant fountains typify the 180 stores, 
restaurants and boutiques. Horse-drawn carriage rides are available during 
the evening. Everyone who's anyone shops the Plaza! 


Next, you'll have access to the Toy and Miniature Museum 
<www.umkc.edu/tmm> on the campus of the University of Missouri-Kansas 
City. The little gem of a museum will surprise and delight all! Open 
Wednesday through Sunday. 


The Nelson-Atkins Museum of Art <www.nelson-atkins.org> follows. It 
is the most distinguished art museum between the Great Lakes and the 
Pacific Ocean. This magnificent building houses rich collections of master- 
pieces from every culture and period of the world. Arranged in a series of 
handsome galleries, the various collections are arranged by related period 
rooms, decorative arts, furnishings and furniture. Although the Museum has 
magnificent collections of European and American art, it is known for its 
unsurpassed collection of the Arts of China, making it one of the nation's 
centers for the study of Chinese art. Modern sculpture is another area of dis- 
tinction, both inside the Museum and outdoors in the 17-acre Kansas City 
Sculpture Garden featuring bronzes by British sculpture Henry Moore as 
well as works by Auguste Rodin, Alexander Calder, Pierre-Auguste Renoir 
and the "Shuttlecocks" by Claes Oldenburg and Coosje van Bruggen. 
Admission is $5, free on Saturday. The Museum is closed on July 4 and on 
Mondays. Across the street is the Kemper Museum of Contemporary Art 
<www.kemperart.org>, a permanent collection of modern and contemporary 
works of art from around the world. It is also closed on Mondays. (Check out 
Kansas City's on-line arts calendar for current information on displays, show- 
ings, etc. <www.ArtsLinks.org>.) 

After that, it's back to the Hyatt and Crown Center «www.crowncen- 
ter.com>, which in and of itself offers a day's exploration. Shop in this "city 
within a city" which has more than 70 shops and restaurants, surrounded by 
the world headquarters for Hallmark Cards. For more information on 
Kansas City, consult the Kansas City Convention and Visitor's Bureau 
<www.kansascity.com>. See you in July! 


COME TO CONVENTION AND MAKE NEW FRIENDS 


Hybridizing Contest 
The Gesneriad Hybridizers' Association (GHA) is sponsoring a 
contest at the Kansas City Convention. A brand-new gesneriad hybrid 
will be chosen to represent the 50th Anniversary of AGGS. Members of 


AGGS are eligible to participate using hybrid seed from any seed fund 
or any hybridizer. For rules and information, contact Dale Martens, 
2728 Masters Drive, League City, TX 77573-4403 or 
<martens @wt.net>. 
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Latest Slide Programs Available 


Our newest program, Tampa: Convention 2000 is now available for 
rental. For those who weren't at convention, you can see the beauty of the 
show and meet new plants you've never seen before. For those who were at 
convention, you can take another look at the great show put on in Tampa. 


As a companion to the Streptocarpus Species program, we have a pro- 
gram in the works on Streptocarpus Hybrids. This will take a look at the 
historical hybrids leading into the work being done by hybridizers today. I 
expect this program will be available in February, 2001. Contact me for an 
update on availability of this and other programs. 


Programs can be reserved by mail to Dee Stewart, 1 No Name Road, 
Stow MA 01775-1604 or email to dee.stewart@110.net. Specify the pro- 
gram to be reserved and the date the program is required. Since new 
programs are very popular, it is helpful if you provide as much lead time as 
possible, provide alternate dates, or alternate programs that would be 
acceptable. Program rental of $20.00 U.S. payable to AGGS must be 
received before the program can be shipped. Your request will be promptly 
acknowledged and programs will be shipped to arrive at least one week in 
advance of your reserved date. Programs must be returned within 5 days of 
your reservation date via certified Priority Mail in the U.S. or the equivalent 
postal category from outside the U.S. 


Columnea 'Daphne' — 

Best Color Transparency 

at AGGS Convention 2000 
awarded to Leslie Brothers 
(reprinted with permission 
of the Department of Botany, 
Smithsonian Institution) 
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© AG(G)S Then and Now Ed 


1951 2001 
Suzie Larouche, AGGS Historian <suzielaro@sympatico.ca> 


20 Carlton, Suite 1521, Toronto ONT, Canada M5B 2115 


| m as we are now for our 50th Anniversary Convention, it seemed 
like a good idea to go back to the very first such gathering of gesneriad 
enthusiasts and how it came about. The lavish spread we now have in THE 
GLOXINIAN and the space on the AGGS web site are familiar to all of us, but 
what was it like then? 


A barely noticeable few lines at the bottom of page 18 in the 
March-April 1954 issue of THE GLOXINIAN was the first notice ever given to 
the general membership of a convention to take place May 1 and 2 of that 
year in Kansas City, Missouri. On page 20 of the same issue, Bess Ross 
stated her expectations of how the convention should be run and what it 
would bring participants. Amazingly enough, the expectations are still very 
much the same for new conventioners: to meet people who share their love 
for gesneriads, to put faces to names and, of course, to see lots of our 
favourite plants. 


Elvin McDonald's enthusiastic report later in the year revealed some of 
the first convention activities—and the fact that his mother and older sister 
were there, too. (Did Mrs. McDonald enjoy gesneriads, or was she there only 
to chaperone her son?) On Saturday morning, Albert Buell, whose hybrid 
"gloxinias" were already famous, kept answering questions from the audi- 
ence for more than two hours. How very characteristic of the man who can 
still run circles around many younger members! Peggy Schultz was another 
speaker and answered questions about houseplants. Modern day speakers are 
restricted by tight schedules and we sometimes hate it that a lecture is over 
so soon, but then, there is so much to do that we would not have time to stay 
longer anyway. 

The rest of the convention went accordingly, and all those who were pre- 
sent vowed they would do it again. A good thing for us that they did! Now, it 
is our turn to be enthusiastic and attract new members and new convention- 
eers who will become as addicted as the rest of us. As a matter of fact, the 
last two conventions have proven that addiction comes very fast and that 
first-timers may be fantastic growers who can give old timers a run for their 
money in the show. 

The conventions that followed in the 1950s were as appreciated as the 
first. The August 1958 convention was hosted by Mr. and Mrs. Albert H. 
Buell in Eastford, Connecticut. To give you an idea of the expenses involved 
in attending that convention, rooms at the General Lyon Inn were $3 per per- 
son and other motels within 20 miles could provide rooms between $5 and 
$20 per couple (for those who insisted on the very best). The program for 
that particular year included time for church on Sunday morning. 

Times have changed and very few members who were there in the early 
years are still around, but AGGS and the convention family are still strong 
and united. Like any other family, it loves new arrivals, so won't you join us 
in Kansas City this year to celebrate this very special anniversary? 
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Kansas City chapter members active on the first convention committee (left to right): 
Vera Dillard (First AGS President and Convention General Chairman), 
with Convention Co-chairmen Fay Witherow, Lillian Ebert, 
Lucille Krchma, and Leota Dunlap 


Lyndon Lyon Greenhouses, Inc. 
14 Mutchler Street Dept.GX Dolgeville NY 13329 


Place of origin of World Famous 
African Violets — Columneas — Episcias — Streptocarpus — Sinningias 


We also carry: Aeschynanthus — Chiritas — Rex Begonias — Orchids 
and many other exotic houseplants! 


Open Daily: M-F 8AM - 4PM Visit us at: www.lyndonlyon.com 
Sat: 10-4 / Sun: CALL! or send $3.00 for Catalog 
Phone: (315) 429-8291 We also carry Supplies! 


Learn how to grow the dazzling Earth Stars and make new friends all over the world. 


Discover — THE CRYPTANTHUS SOCIETY 


Membership ($10 USA) ($15 International) includes 
four colorful issues of The Cryptanthus Society Journal 


z Ongoing Research & Plant Identification ° Cultivar Publication 
; Slide Library * Cultural Information Exchange * Registry 
* International Shows with exhibits, seminars, tours, & plant sales 


Send SASE for cultural information or $3.00 for sample Journal to: 
Kathleen Stucker, Secretary ° 3629 Bordeaux Court * Arlington, TX 76016 USA 
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Gesneriads, The Internet, and You 


David Turley <webmaster@aggs.org> 
6118 Windsor Dr., Fredericksburg, VA 22407 


A, I promised in the last installment, the news from the 2000 convention in 
Tampa is online. You can see complete awards information, along with photos of 
all the awarded exhibits. There are also photos of people and places from the gath- 
ering. Notice how everyone is smiling. If you've never been to an AGGS 
convention, it's never too early to start thinking about joining us in Kansas City. 


As I also mentioned last time, we started working on a project to get the regis- 
tered gesneriads information online. You can see this project at 
<http://www.aggs.org/ir_ges/>. All registered gesneriads are listed, and the infor- 
mation can be viewed alphabetically or numerically. As of this date (October 2000) 
we've posted over 100 photos and are adding more regularly. Ultimately photos of 
all registered gesneriads will be available for viewing. 

Have you visited the "Members' Corner" at <http://www.aggs.org/ 
members area/index.html^ recently? This is where AGGS members can submit 
photos of new and/or interesting plants they are growing. The grower provides the 
descriptive text and can even ask for feedback. If you want to participate, write me 
at webmaster ? aggs.org. 


Here are a few excerpts from the "Gesneriad Message Corner": 


— The care of the "Florist Gloxinia" is a frequent subject. These plants remain the 
first gesneriad grown by many people. Margaret R. asked about her plant. "I am 
new to plants. A friend gave me a mystery plant I have since found out is a gloxinia 
(Sinningia speciosa). I learned through trial and error that it likes to be watered 
from soil level and hates bright light." 


Sinningia 'Elaine Cherry' 
grown by Earl Deroche, photo by Irwin Rosenblum 
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"I have been looking around online hoping to learn more about gloxinia. I 
have heard some people mention cutting off the leaves and leaving the tuber. I have 
heard others mention putting the plant in the dark, and others suggest cutting back 
on the watering." 


"I would like to allow the plant to grow naturally as much as possible, that is, I 
don't want to force it into flowering just to be decorative. Is it natural for the plant 
to go into a winter dormancy? If so, how dark should it get? Do I move it to 
another room with less sun? Put it in a cupboard? Is it necessary to cut off its 
leaves? I'd hate to hurt it." 


Jon Dixon had this to say: "I like your idea of growing the plant naturally. 
This will allow the plant to go through its natural cycles. Just keep taking care of 
the plant. If the foliage stays healthy keep feeding lightly, and providing good care 
(good light, even light moisture). Probably your plant will show you if it wants to 
go dormant by naturally dying down to the tuber. It may resprout with a new shoot 
right away, or may stay dormant for a while. Don't let it dry out to the point of des- 
iccation. Keep it in a cool location and watch for new growth. When it starts up 
again, you can increase watering and feeding to build strength in the tuber for a 
new cycle of foliage and hopefully, flowers. And, read other posts on this message 
board for more information about this species." 


Rosetta had this advice: "Just let your Sinningia "talk" to you.... If it begins to 
dry up, stop blooming and look scroungy, then withhold water; it may be entering a 
dormancy phase. Let it rest a while, until it starts to form tiny, new green shoots 
poking above the dirt. Then increase light, temps and water to coerce it back into 
full growth. If yours has tiny, new green growth before the old tops have died back, 
then keep giving it good, strong light and water. The new shoots should grow and 
blossom, sooner or later." 


— Amy also had a question: "I received a beautiful gloxinia from my boyfriend, 
and the flowers stayed awhile and one day I found it wilting. The stems had turned 
brown and the flowers even turned brown around the edges. I checked the soil to 
see if it needed watering and it was ok. Now, the many buds I did have don't look 
as big as the ones that were on there from the start. I feel I might have killed it, but 
the leaves look great. Am I doing something wrong?" 


Again Jon Dixon replied: "Unfortunately for all their good qualities, florist 
gloxinias are also temperamental. They need good light to continue to bring all of 
their buds to flower. Yours may have been unable to continue flowering. Move the 
plant to good light such as a bright window with indirect light or try setting up a 
fluorescent light garden with a four-foot fixture, two tubes and a timer set to keep it 
on for about 12 hours a day. Keep caring for your plant. It has beautiful foliage and 
will be building strength to bloom again. It grows from a tuber just below soil 
level. When the old shoot dies down, new shoots will emerge to grow, set buds, 
and bloom again. Regular feeding, light even moisture and good light are the key." 


— Many web site visitors are looking for advice on unwanted 'visitors' to their 
plants. Mary Ann had this question: "Having received several leaves of AVs, I 
proceeded to pot them, water them and put them into a sweater box. After several 
weeks I noticed white cotton specks on all the leaves. Could they have been bugs 
and if so what kind? I did spray the leaves with Schultz’ insecticide but a lot of the 
leaves died. What am I doing wrong?" 

John Boggan had this to say: "Little cottony flecks are a sure sign of mealy- 
bug, one of the scourges of indoor growers. You were right to treat them, but 
unfortunately, African violets and other gesneriads tend to be very sensitive to pes- 
ticides." 
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"Next time you receive cuttings, before planting them, dunk and swish them 
around, gently, several times in water (room-temperature or slightly lukewarm) to 
which you've added a couple of squirts of mild detergent (just enough to get some 
suds—I've used Ivory Liquid with good results), then rinse them in clear water. 
Pat them (gently!) dry and then plant them. This will generally not harm leaves or 
stem cuttings, and will clean off just about every bug in the book—thrips, mealy- 
bug, whitefly, mites, etc. This is much easier than trying to treat an infestation on 
a well-established plant, which has plenty of nooks and crannies for bugs to hide 
in. It will also help protect your existing plants from any pests that may come in 
with the new cuttings." 


— Susan asked: "I have had a potted gloxinia on my desk in the office for about a 
year. It has thrived and bloomed gloriously, sometimes with 8 flowers continu- 
ously, until recently. There appears to be a white moldy/fungus substance at the 
base of the stem which seems to be weakening the plant. The stem and leaves are 
beginning to droop. I have no idea what to do to save the plant. Please advise." 


"Also, I have a recurring problem with little green mites/ bugs on the leaves. I 
try to spray the leaves but they keep coming back. What can I do to get rid of 
them?" 


As usual, AGGS President Jon Dixon and Botanical Review Chairman John 
Boggan helped out. From Jon: "First of all, mites are invisible-it's the damage they 
do that identifies them. Little green bugs that you can see most likely are aphids. 
They multiply fast and come back if not completely eradicated. Personally I use a 
systemic insecticide that I water into the soil. It makes the plant toxic and the bugs 
die. Rose systemic insecticide commonly available works. Non-toxic remedies 
include insecticidal soap, or Sun oil, a spray concentrate mixed with water." 


"The white mold could be either a pest like mealy bug which makes a cottony 
mass when it reproduces (look for small oval beige insects around the fuzz) or 
moldy soil which is an indication that it's time to repot to a fresh potting mix. In the 
meantime you can scrape it off the surface of the soil. Remember that the florist 
gloxinia grows from a tuber and the stems die down after blooming and completing 
their growth cycle to be replaced by new shoots arising directly from the tuber." 


And from John: "I agree with Jon that it sounds like your plant has aphids, not 
mites. Your plant is probably ready to go dormant anyway. I would recommend 
withholding water gradually over the next couple of weeks, to encourage dor- 
mancy, and then just cut the entire top of the plant off, just above ground level 
leaving just a little stub of stem. (Don't pull the stem off, which may damage the 
tuber—use a knife or scissors for a clean cut.) This will get rid of the bugs all at 
once, and the tuber will either remain dormant, in which case you should keep it on 
the dry side (not bone-dry) until it Shows new growth, or it may skip dormancy and 
send up new shoots right away, in which case you should give it plenty of light and 
resume regular watering. This is also a good time to repot, before it gets too big. 
Fertilize very lightly until it has really vigorous new growth." 


— And finally a "not-truly-a-gesneriad" question just to show how helpful AGGS 
people are. Philip needed help with a crossword puzzle: "Help. I am doing a cross- 
word puzzle in the UK. The clue is "Garden Gloxinia" (11/8). I have the following 
letters; — —  R ILLEA/ ELAVWV Y." 


The answer was posted. If you don't know it, you'll need to check the forums 
on the AGGS web site. 

Watch for complete Kansas City convention details coming soon at 
http://www.aggs.org and feel free to send you comments and suggestions to me at 
webmaster @aggs.org. 
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Gesneriad Register 


Judy Becker, Registrar <jbecker@mohawk.net> 
432 Undermountain Rd, Salisbury, CT 06068-1102 


T following registrations should be added to the Registered Gesneriads 
List found in Appendix C of the 1990 Gesneriad Register: 


00727 Chirita 'Blue Moon C. sinensis 'Hisako' x C. spadiciformis J. Boggan 
00728 Chirita 'Chastity' C. flavimaculata x C. longgangensis J. Boggan 
00729 Chirita 'Dreamtime' C. sp. 'New York' x C. flavimaculata J. Boggan 
00730 Chirita Moonlight C. sinensis 'Hisako' X C. spadiciformis J. Boggan 
00731 Chirita 'Silver Surfer C. sinensis 'Hisako' x C. longgangensis J. Boggan 
00732 Chirita 'Sweet Dreams' C. sp. 'New York' x C. flavimaculata J. Boggan 


Descriptions are as follows: 


Chirita 'Blue Moon', 2000, IR00727, John Boggan, DC. (C. sinensis 
Hisako' x C. spadiciformis). Cross made 1996, planted Nov. 1996 and first 
flowered Sept. 1998. Sterile. Stemless rosette to 12" across, leaves in whorls 
of 3. Leaves dark green with indistinct lighter green pattern, 4-5" long, to 3" 
wide, petiole less than 1", hairy, elliptic to ovate, crenate edges, with acute 
tip and cuneate base. Calyx split, pale green. Peduncle to 5" long, with 4-6 
flowers per leaf axil. Corolla salverform, 1-1/2" long x 1" wide, tube pale 
pinkish lavender, limb medium blue purple. The growth habit is similar to C. 
sinensis 'Hisako' but the leaves have less distinct markings and the flowers 
are larger. First published 1999, Crosswords, 23(2): 4-5. First commercial 
listing, Pat's Pets, Spring 2000 on-line cat. 


Chirita 'Chastity', 2000, IR00728, John Boggan, DC. (C. flavimaculata 
x C. longgangensis). Cross made summer 1996, planted Nov. 1996 and first 
flowered June 1997. Sterile, reproducible only vegetatively. Stemless rosette, 
leaves opposite. Leaf medium green, smooth with slightly crenate edges, 6" 
long x 2-3" wide with indistinct approximately 1/2" petiole, linear to elliptic 
with acute tip and cuneate base. Calyx split. Peduncle to 3" long with 4-8 
flowers per leaf axil. Corolla salverform, 1" long and 1" across limb, medium 
lavender purple. Leaves are usually opposite, variable in width but usually 
narrow, the plant is essentially everblooming. First published 1997, 
Crosswords 21(2): 3-4. First commercial listing, 1999, McKinney's spring cat. 


Chirita 'Dreamtime', 2000, IR00729, John Boggan, DC. (C. sp. 'New 
York' x C. flavimaculata). Cross made April 1996, planted May 1996 and 
first flowered Mar. 1997. Fertile but reproducible only vegetatively. Stemless 
basal rosette with opposite leaves to 12" across or more. Leaves bright green, 
sparsely hairy, 6-7" long, 3-4" wide, ovate with 1/2-1" petiole, crenate mar- 
gin, acute tip and cuneate base. Calyx pale green, split, peduncle to 6" with 
6-8 or more flowers per leaf axil. Corolla salverform, pale yellow, similar to 
seed parent but slightly larger. First published 1997, Crosswords 21(2): 3. 
First commercial listing 1999, McKinney's spring cat. 


Chirita 'Moonlight', 2000, IR00730, John Boggan, DC. (C. sinensis 
Hisako' x C. spadiciformis). Cross made summer, 1996, planted Nov. 1996 
and first flowered Aug. 1998. Sterile and reproducible only vegetatively. 
Stemless rosette with leaves in whorls of three, usually less than 12" across. 


First Quarter 2001 43 


Leaf 4-5" long x 2-2'/." wide with '/2-1" petiole, smooth, medium green with 
distinct silver or silvery-green pattern, elliptic with indistinctly crenate mar- 
gin, acute tip and cuneate base. Calyx pale green, split. Peduncle to 5" tall, 
with 4-6 flowers per leaf axil. Corolla salverform, 1 1/2" long, 1" wide, tube 
pale lavender, limb medium blue-purple. Plant has silver markings like 
'Hisako' but plant is more compact and flowers are much larger. Leaf mark- 
ings are more distinct than its sibling 'Blue Moon’. First published 1999, 
Crosswords 23(2):4-5. 


Chirita 'Silver Surfer', 2000, IR00731, John Boggan, DC. (C. sinensis 
'Hisako' x C. longgangensis). Cross made summer 1996, planted Nov. 1996, 
and first bloomed Aug. 1998. Sterile and reproducible only vegetatively. 
Stemless rosette with leaves in whorls of three, usually less than 10" in diam- 
eter. Leaves smooth with short hairs, 5" long x 1 to 1-1/2" wide, with 
indistinct petiole, linear to elliptic with slightly crenate margin, acute tip and 
decurrent base. Calyx split, green, 1/4" long. Peduncle 4" tall with 6-10 flow- 
ers per leaf axil. Corolla salverform, 1-3/4" long, tube medium purple with 
darker veins, lobes darker purple with darker veins. Combines the silver- 
marked leaves of 'Hisako' with the compact, floriferous habit of C. 
longgangensis. First published 1999, Crosswords 23(2):5-6. First commer- 
cial listing, 1999, McKinney's spring cat. 


Chirita 'Sweet Dreams', 2000, IR00732, John Boggan, DC. (C. sp. 'New 
York' x C. flavimaculata). Cross made Apr. 1996, planted May 1996 and first 
flowered Mar. 1997. Fertile but reproducible only vegetatively. Stemless 
rosette with opposite leaves, to 12" across or more. Leaves sparsely hairy, 
bright green, somewhat shiny, 6-7" long and 3-4" wide with 1/2-1" petiole, 
ovate with crenate margin, acute tip and cuneate base. Calyx split, pale green, 
tinged lavender, peduncle 6" tall, 6-8 or more flowers per leaf axil. Corolla 
salverform, limb pale yellow, tube violet, distinguishing it from its otherwise 
similar sibling 'Dreamtime'. First published 1999, Crosswords 23(2):6. 


Chirita 'Dreamtime' = 
Chirita 'Moonlight' 
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Chirita 'Sweet Dreams' 


Chirita 'Chastity' 


Belisle's 


Catalog $2.00 


Marcia Belisle Heirloom Violets 
P.O. Box 111 Choice Gesneriads 
Radisson, WI 54867 Unusual Houseplants 


BELISLESVH@ aol.com 


A new independent African - violet and 
AV and Gesneriad publication! Ge sne ri ad NEWS 


IN CANADA $15/yr (4 issues) (All other countries $15. US) Sample copy only $2. 
Payment must be made out to John Beaulieu Productions 
90 Doran Road, Box 118, Midhurst, Ontario LOL 1X0 (705) 726-7363 


who grow in hobby greenhouses and windows! 


ag The Association for plant & flower people 


Quarterly Magazine * Growing & Maintenance * Help & Advice * Resources 
Dues: USA $19 — Canada and Mexico $21 US/MO — Overseas $22 — US/MO 
Sample magazine $3.50, Directory of Greenhouse Manufacturers $2.50 


Hobby Greenhouse Association (non-profit) 
8 Glen Terrace, Bedford, MA 01730-2048 
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The Basics: Fertilizing 


Monte Watler <monte.watler@sympatico.ca> 


240 Burnhamthorpe Rd., Etobicoke, Ont M9B 125 Canada 


DOM plants should be fed only when the soil is moist. This is one of the 
reasons you should never allow potted plants to dry out completely. Moisture 
is needed to help the plants absorb the fertilizer and to help keep it at a level 
where it is not harmful to the tiny tender roots through which the plants feed. 
If used completely dry, the fertilizer can burn and destroy the hair roots of 
the plant. 


With this in mind, we recommend what is known as continuous fertiliz- 
ing. This means you fertilize every time you water, only with a lesser 
proportion of fertilizer. Instructions with most fertilizers suggest you feed 
plants once a month with 1 tablespoon to a gallon of water. Instead we would 
recommend you use 1/4 teaspoon per gallon of water every time you water. 
Some well-known companies are now recommending this continuous fertil- 
izing formula. 


Plants require a variety of chemical nutrients to provide good growth. 
These are carbon, oxygen, nitrogen, phosphorus, potassium, sulfur, calcium, 
magnesium, copper, zinc, iron, chlorine, manganese, boron, and molybde- 
num. The first three are found in sufficient quantities in the water and the air 
which we provide for the plants, but the other elements are taken up by the 
root system. Some are major requirements while others play a minor part in 
plant development. The three most important elements in plant food are 
nitrogen (N), phosphorus (P), and potassium (K). You will find these listed 
on the container of your fertilizer as an N-P-K formula. For example, 15-30- 
15 means 15% nitrogen, 30% phosphorus, and 15% potassium. 


Nitrogen will activate the development of the plant and result in a lush 
color of green in the leaves. A nitrogen deficiency results in pale leaf color 
and a slowing of the process of photosynthesis. Phosphorus encourages the 
development of a good root system as well as flower production. Phosphorus 
deficiency results in poor root development and lack of bloom. Potassium 
helps the plant utilize other nutrients, and also seems to help in building up a 
resistance to disease. A potassium deficiency causes puny development of 
the plant, yellowing and downward curling of the leaves, and abnormal 
flower formation. 


One should start a fertilization program with two types of fertilizer—a 
20-20-20 and one with a higher middle number, e.g., 15-30-15. The first 
should be used at a ratio of 1/4 teaspoon to a gallon of water every time you 
water and the latter at the same ratio, whenever flowering is required. Never 
use one in conjunction with the other. As you become more proficient in 
your growing skills, you may want to invest in a variety of fertilizers with 
different proportions of nutrients. A change in levels is found to be quite 
beneficial at times. Plants also require trace elements in minute quantities, 
and these are sometimes listed in the contents shown on the container. While 
a deficiency of fertilizer may cause only minor problems, an overindulgence 
can ruin a plant. 


Continuous fertilizing sometimes will cause a build-up of fertilizer salts 
on top of the soil as well as on the rims of the pots. To control this, simply 
drench your plants with clear water every six weeks or so. This will wash 
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away the surplus from the soil. One teaspoon of dolomitic lime may be 
added to each gallon of water used for the drench. 


Foliar feeding is not recommended for a beginner. If the water is too 
cold it can cause leaf spotting. Additionally, a residue of the fertilizer may 
remain on the leaves, creating another chore and oftentimes damage. Finally, 
there has been some debate lately as to the efficacy of this mode of feeding 
plants. 


Another Satisfied Customer... 


Best Gesneriad 
Christel Collier, Lakeland, FL 


For Free Brochure or to Order 


VAM E uf] —— CALL 1-800-DYNA-GRO 


TT Ee 12x: 910-233-0198 e www.dyna-gro.com 
1065 Broadway, San Pablo, CA 94806 


McKinney’s Glassehouse 


Gesneriad Plantsmen Since 1946 


Our 54th Anniversary 
The Glassehouse features a definitive assemblage of 
gesneriads and rare and exotic diminutive terrarium plants. 
P.O. Box 782282, Wichita, Kansas 67278-2282 
Catalog — $2.50, Refundable 
Tel: (316) 686-9438 Fax: (316) 686-9621 
e-mail: gesneriads@ aol.com 
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How to Grow Columneas 


Carol Ann Bonner <cadastra@mindspring.com> 


3705 Tibbs Drive, Nashville, TN 37211 


Riz Sun ... Glowing Embers ... Volcano ... Firebird ... the names of 
columneas evoke images of flames and birds—appropriate for flowers of 
yellow and orange and red with petals outstretched like the wings of hum- 
mingbirds frozen mid-flight. The coldest winter day can be warmed by the 
brilliant red flowers of Columnea arguta and the bluest Monday is made a 
little cheerier by the sunny yellow of C. ‘Starburst’. 


The genus Columnea is named in honor of the sixteenth century botanist 
and illustrator Fabio Colonna who Latinized his family name as "Columnea". 
There's a bit of a difference of taxonomic opinion about whether the group of 
Central and South American epiphytes with the oddly bird-like bilaterally 
symmetrical flowers comprises a genus or a tribe consisting of multiple gen- 
era. I would like to make my position clear about this controversy: I am 
firmly and squarely on the fence. DNA does not lie, and, when the necessary 
DNA testing has been done, taxonomists will have more information to use 
in identifying relationships between various species. Only a small part of that 
work has been completed. Until then, some Columnea tribe members may be 
known by two names. 


Whatever the ultimate genetic relationships, it is true that there are mor- 
phologically distinct groups within the Columnea tribe. Growers should be 
aware of that before blithely ordering an unfamiliar species from a catalog 
expecting something like the dainty C. oerstediana, but receiving instead a 
monster on the scale of Dalbergaria sanguinea that can easily grow to three 
feet across or more. Within this group there are plants suitable for the light 
garden as well as the rafters of a spacious greenhouse or conservatory. The 
trick is to choose the ones that are right for your situation. 


Soil — This is somewhat of a misnomer as far as I'm concerned. 
Columneas are primarily epiphytes—they grow on other plants or on road 
cuts or cliffs, but often in a layer of moss and organic debris, not soil. So I 
grow columneas and other gesneriad epiphytes in a medium I call "dirty 
moss" which is long-fibered sphagnum moss dredged in three parts commer- 
cial soilless mix (Fafard No. 2) and one part perlite. I've tried New Zealand 
sphagnum which is certainly prettier than the Wisconsin moss I often use, 
but also more expensive, and I haven't found it to be superior for growing 
epiphytes under my conditions. I sometimes acquire quantities of free sheet 
moss and, when repotting, have often simply wrapped the sheet moss around 
the existing root ball and placed the whole package in a larger pot. This has 
worked for me, but all cultural information on plants should be placed in 
context of the applicable growing conditions. Here in Tennessee, we have 
hot, humid summers but fairly cold winters. That means that in the summers 
I have to moderate the heat for my plants, which a blanket of moss around 
the roots may do, but I still have the cold weather to provide the cool spell 
that some Columnea species need to bloom. Also, I grow in a greenhouse 
with lots of humidity, so I can probably get away with using a more porous 
growing mix than would be desirable in a drier environment. 


Water — Because of the very open mix my plants are growing in, I 
water them every day in the summer unless we have rain or clouds. Watering 
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Columnea 'Lava Flow' 
hybridized and photographed by Mike Kartuz 


frequency in the winter is much reduced due to the significantly cooler tem- 
peratures and dreadfully long cloudy spells we have instead of snow. While I 
don't wick water, Earl Deroche of Louisiana certainly has with his beautiful 
columnea baskets, so they must be amenable to that labor-saving practice. 
With wire hangers, Earl suspends black-painted margarine tubs (painted for 
aesthetics and to discourage algae, I believe) beneath the baskets and runs the 
wicks into them. 


Fertilizer — I water from a reservoir into which I've dumped at various 
times Rapid-Grow 15-30-15, Dyna-Gro Grow, Dyna-Gro Bloom, Dyna-Gro 
Pro-Tekt, Schultz's, and Superthrive—in other words, whatever I have on 
hand. However, because the reservoir is constantly being topped off with the 
overflow from the misting system, the resulting fertilizer solution is rather 
dilute. I like the idea of using different brands of fertilizer—sort of like a 
human not having to live exclusively on Power Bars and SlimFast. 
Fertilizing at one-quarter strength is also a good idea since most columneas 
probably aren't adapted to nutrient-rich conditions. 

Light — Columneas like bright, filtered light with perhaps some direct 
sun. Some columneas, both species and hybrids, tolerate a considerable 
amount of direct sun. Because there's no shade cloth on my greenhouse (a 
situation I intend to remedy before next summer), I watch my plants for signs 
they're getting too much light, then place them creatively so that the more 
tolerant ones shade the others. Admittedly, that isn't the situation most grow- 
ers face. However, there are certainly columneas that will perform well in 
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lower light levels, especially plants that are grown as much for foliage as 
flowers. Fluorescent light gardeners can choose ever-blooming hybrids with 
small leaves that can be kept in check by pinching back. Set the plant on an 
overturned pot so that it's about four inches from the lights. 


Repotting — Not too much. Which is to say, once your columnea has 
reached the size you prefer, it can stay there comfortably for a few years. 
Because columneas abhor soggy roots, it's safer to err on the side of under- 
potting. Eventually, most columneas, like many nematanthus and 
aeschynanthus, will become woody and may defoliate at the base. Plants can 
continue to thrive like that for decades, but they won't be show quality. To 
continue growing your columnea at its most spectacular, it's best to periodi- 
cally start it over from cuttings. And how do you start those cuttings? 


Propagation — A good columnea cutting starts with three to five pairs 
of leaves; remove the bottom one or two pairs and insert the leafless stem in 
your preferred rooting mix in a humid atmosphere. I root in a mix very much 
like what I grow in, but with even more perlite. Large-leaved varieties may 
need their leaf surfaces diminished by cutting off the ends of the leaves. Of 
course, columneas can also be grown from seed once it has been removed 
from a ripe berry. A berry is ripe when it can be removed from the plant by 
pulling gently. Watch the ripening berries carefully because they have a way 
of ripening and falling off the plant as soon as your back is turned! Mash the 
harvested fruit on office paper or firm filter paper, then smear the remains 
across the paper. The moist parts of the berry will then dry, allowing the 
small seeds to be separated and planted. Usually the seeds are ripe when 
they've turned brown, but that's not always the case since some light-colored 
seeds will germinate. Plant in a humid atmosphere on the surface of a fine- 
textured growing mix, mist to settle the seeds, set the container in bright, 
filtered light, or under fluorescent lights, and try to forget about them. 
Although some gesneriads germinate within a few days, others can take 
weeks, so give your seeds plenty of time. 
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Temperature and Humidity ... and Air Circulation — When you're 
discussing such a diverse group of plants as columneas, temperature becomes 
a rather complex topic. Some, like the pentadenias and dalbergarias (or the 
Columnea species that some botanists put in the genera Pentadenia and 
Dalbergaria, to put myself firmly back on the fence), will defoliate and possi- 
bly die below 50-55°F (10-12°C) while others, primarily species from the 
highlands of Central America, need a period of cooling below that to bloom. 
Except for the latter, columneas will enjoy the same ambient temperatures 
humans do. Again, the secret is to select plants appropriate to your conditions. 


You can hardly have too much humidity for most gesneriads, but you 
can have too much for your house. There are several ways to address this 
problem including room humidifiers, capillary matting, grouping your plants, 
and choosing plants that are more tolerant of lower humidity levels. The 
Dalbergaria sanguinea that won Best of Show at our local chapter show 
many years ago grew above my desk in the lab where I work. The lab is 
probably not as dry as some buildings tend to be in the winter, but it isn't a 
greenhouse either. Our big, bright northwestern windows certainly helped, 
but there was no humidifier, misting system, or misting person. 


Don't overlook air circulation when designing your growing area. 
Greenhouse growers need good air circulation to minimize heat build-up in 
summer and distribute heat during the winter, but indoor growers often fail to 
provide sufficient air movement. Plants grown in constantly moving air will 
be sturdier than those grown in still air so an oscillating fan in your plant 
room or a small one pointed in the direction of a single light stand will bene- 
fit all your plants, not just columneas, by increasing transpiration and 
decreasing conditions favorable to molds and mildews. 


Common Problems — Columneas can be rather picky about watering. 
Too dry, the foliage is damaged and they drop leaves; a little too wet, they 
drop leaves; a little more too wet, they rot. This is why wicking is a useful 
method for some growers and why my very porous mix can tolerate such fre- 
quent watering. It's also why you shouldn't overpot columneas because they 
don't tolerate being surrounded by wet mix that isn't infiltrated by roots. The 
secret is to avoid extremes. 


Bugs like columneas. (So do iguanas, but that's not a problem most 
growers will encounter.) Columneas can host just about any entomological 
pest other gesneriads can. If you're growing outdoors or in an area open to 
the outdoors, natural predators will probably take care of the occasional 
mealy bug. The infestations to watch for are the invisible ones like broad 
mites. These malicious little beasts reveal their handiwork when the growing 
tips of branches die back, and I do not tolerate even the possibility of their 
existence on my property. Avid is an effective, if expensive, miticide that I 
recommend. However, don't mistake its low odor for harmlessness; always 
use appropriate protection when applying pesticides. If your plants are small, 
you might consider donning long rubber or vinyl gloves and dipping them in 
a bucket of properly diluted pesticide. This minimizes aerosols that you, your 
family, or your pets might inhale. I dispose of any leftover pesticide by fur- 
ther diluting it and using it to water my big plants so that it will have more 
time to break down before inevitably entering the environment at large. 

Growing for Show — This is not my forte. I grow for pleasure, and if a 
plant is completely lopsided and it would make judges queasy but I like it 
that way, I leave it. But judges usually reward good growing practices, and 
what's good for the plant is good for competition. Again, Earl Deroche is the 
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source of an excellent tip on producing a show-quality columnea. Start your 
plants from cuttings in three small pots, then, when you have three nice, full 
little plants, combine them in a larger hanging basket. This allows you to 
arrange the small pots to produce the most evenly spaced and lush-looking 
plant. For ever-blooming plants, fertilize with a growth formula until six to 
ten weeks (depending on the variety) before the show, then switch to a 
bloom formula. For seasonal species, schedule your local show for their 
blooming cycle! 


Recommended for the Beginner — Some of the older hybrids that 
have proven themselves over the years are excellent choices for beginners. 
‘Aladdin's Lamp' has dark leaves and red flowers. 'Rising Sun' and 'Firebird' 
are similar with fuzzy green leaves and bright red flowers. ‘California Gold' 
has bronzy-green foliage and lovely dark yellow flowers frosted with red 
hairs. 'Orange Sherbet' has green, shiny foliage with—guess what?—orange 
flowers. 


Among species, Columnea purpusii is upright to spreading, self-branch- 
ing, and will easily make a fat hemisphere of narrow, shiny apple-green 
leaves, but it isn't terribly floriferous, producing a few flowers scattered 
about the plant most of the year. Columnea hirta var. mortonii has smooth, 
leathery leaves and an upright to spreading habit with red flowers. Columnea 
schiedeana is a highly variable species, but some collections are incredibly 
vigorous and free-flowering, producing an abundance of yellow and brick- 
red striped flowers. The previously mentioned Dalbergaria sanguinea is 
impressive if you have plenty of room, though you should grow it for its 
giant shiny/hairy leaves spotted red underneath rather than the modest pale 
yellow flowers hidden beneath. 


Whatever columnea you choose, when you see the long, thin flowers so 
different from African violets (the plant that brought many of us to gesneriad 
growing in the first place) with petals reaching out and poised for flight, 
you'll be amply rewarded for adding one more genus to your gesneriad flock. 


Gesneriads + Begonias + Rare Flowering Plants & Vines E 


KARTUZ GREENFIOUSES 
1408 SUNSET DRIVE, Dept. G 


VISTA, CA 92083-6531 
760-941-3613 
http://www.kartuz.com 
Ask for catalog 


OF SALISBURY 


432 UNDERMOUNTAIN ROAD SALISBURY, CONN. 06068 
PHONE (860) 435-2263. WEBSITE: www.lauray.com 


GESNERIADS 


ORGMIES CACTI & SUCCULENTS & MORE PESGNISS 


2001 Catalog — $2.00 
Visitors Always Welcome Usually open daily, 10:00 A.M. to 5:00 P.M. 
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Columnea ‘Aladdin's Lamp' 
grown by Maryjane Evans, photo by John Evans 


Columnea purpusii grown at the GRF 
photo by Vern Sawyer, courtesy of Dr. Hans Wiehler 
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Coming Events 


March 24-25 — Illinois — Northern il 7- 


Illinois Gesneriad Society show and sale 
"2001: A Gesneriad Odyssey", at the 
Chicago Botanic Garden, Lake Cook 
Road, East of I-94, Glencoe. Saturday 
and Sunday, 12:00 noon to 4:00 pm. 
Admission free; parking $7 per car. 
Facility handicapped accessible. Contact 
Susan Bradford (847-740-7801) for 
details. 


April 7-8 — New Jersey — The 
African Violet Club of Morris County 
show and plant sale "Violet of the Month 
Club" at the Frelinghuysen Arboretum, 
53 East Hanover Ave., Morristown. 
Saturday 1:30 to 5:30 pm; Sunday 
11:00am to 4:00 pm. Admission free. 
Contact Jill Fischer (908-464-4417) or 
Ginny Heatter (973-503-0515). 


Grovw-It-All Company 


Featuring New Zealand Sphagnum Mloss Pellets 


A natural, sterile medium for rooting cuttings, seed propagation 
and used as a soil substitute for the Sinningia pusilla awarded 
Best Tuberous and 2nd Best Gesneriad at the '98 AGGS Convention. 


182 Tonnele Ave., Jersey City, NJ 07306 


Tel: 973-748-0490 


Fax:973-748-4005 Email: jmooney182(2aol.com 


Discover a World 
of Diversity! 


Membership $17/year 
6 issues of the Begonian 
Seed Fund — Round Robins 


Book Store — Slide & Video Library 


American Begonia Society 


157 Monument 
Rio Dell, CA 95562-1617 


JOIN TODAY! 


The quM Violet Society of America 


2375 North 


Beaumont, Texas 77702 


409-839-4725 
http://avsa.org/ 


Write or call today for information. 
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2000 AGGS Lapel Pin 


Cooler temperatures bring out the best in 
streps, and you will be cooler when you 
wear the 2000 AGGS lapel pin, featuring 
a rosulate streptocarpus with pale blue 
flowers against a dark blue background. 


The cost is only $5.00 per pin (shipping included), so order yours today 
by sending a check made out to AGGS (U.S. funds only) to 


Carol Ann Bonner 

Publicity and Membership Promotion 
3705 Tibbs Drive 

Nashville, TN 37211-3414 


To order by credit card, specify Visa or MasterCard, include the credit 
card number, expiration date, and your signature with the order. 


Application for Membership — American Gloxinia and Gesneriad Society 


WELCOME — membership in our international society includes quarterly issues of THE GLOXINIAN — The Journal 
for Gesneriad Growers, a copy of How to Know and Grow Gesneriads, a packet of gesneriad seeds and a 
wealth of information about our AGGS Chapters, Flower Shows, Publications, Research, Slide Programs and 
Seed Fund. Membership begins upon receipt of dues. 


L] New Member Date 
[] Renewal AGGS Membership # 


Name 
FAMILY NAME GIVEN NAME MIDDLE INITIAL 


Address 


STREET 


STATE ZIP CODE COUNTRY 
Telephone 


Mailing Mailing Mailing Mailing I wish to make an additional 
outside outside contribution as follows: 


US 3 yrs. [] Frances Batcheller 
Endowment Fund 
$58 O Elvin McDonald 
$90 Research Fund 
O Color Fund for THE GLOXINIAN 


Research - 
d (minimum) $120 [] In Honor or O Memory of: 
O Life Mailing in US $300 Outside US $375 


THE GLOXINIAN is mailed first-class to members outside the US and bulk-rate within the US. 


Mail to: AGGS Membership Secretary, Bob Clark, For application online: 
118 Byron Ave., Lawrence, MA 01841-4444 WWW.aggs.org 


Please make checks or money orders payable, in US$ on a US bank to: AGGS 
Or, charge my [_] VISA, or [ |] MasterCard the total amount of $ 


Cards Exp Date Signature 
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AGGS Publications 


Streptocarpus Register (1999) ...$8.00 Flower Show Manual (2000) for 


Achimenes Register (1996) ........56.00 


Episcia Register (1993) -..........$5.00 Flower Show Entry Cards 


Aeschynanthus Register (1990) .$3.50 
Sinningia Register (1988) ..........55.50 
Columnea Register (1987) .........54.50 


Intergeneric Hybrids Register: Tribe 
Gloxinaieae (1986) ............53.00 


Kohleria Register (1985) ...........52.50 


Nematanthus Register (1978) ....$1.50 


Propagation of Gesneriads and 


THE GLOXINIAN Picture Index 


THE GLOXINIAN 


Judges & Exhibitors...........67.00 
persbO0EB -- creer e Me s os33500 


Birds & Bees & Gesneriad 
Seeds 6 eser italie sessi ers tob dU 


(1966—1990).......................94.00 


Current Issues .................... $5.00 


Back Issues — Years 1996, 97, 98, 99, 2000 $20.00 set of 4 
Back Issues — Years 1991, 92, 93, 94, 95 $24.00 set of 6 


Back Issues — Year 1990 


$30.00 set of 6 


Prior to 1990, price based on availability. Write for information. 


Orders to Canada and Mexico include 20% additional for 
shipping. Other non-U.S. orders include 4096 additional 
postage for air mail (7-10 days) or 20% for surface mail 
(up to 3 months). 

To pay by credit card, specify Visa or MasterCard, include 
the credit card number, expiration date, and your signature 
with the order. 


Make checks payable (in U.S. 


funds) to: AGGS, Inc. and mail to: 


Pat Richards 

AGGS Publications 
15105 S. Seminole Dr. 
Olathe, KS 66062-3004 
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